
4th June 2018 

Newsletter Calendar 
 
 

Wednesday 6th  

Year 3 visit to Bhaktivedanta Manor 

Boys’ Cricket v Lockers Park, Colts A, Colts C, Colts 

D (H), U12A, U12B, Colts B (A) 

Girls’ Cricket v St Albans, U11 (H), 3.30pm 

Thursday 7th 

Year 4 and Year 5 Coffee Morning, North Dormitory, 

8.30am 

Cricket v Lockers Park, U9 (H) 

Friday 8th 

Upper School Coffee Morning, North Dormitory, 
8.30am 
Year 5 History visit to the Golden Hind ▲ 
Rounders training game v Aldenham, U13 (H) 
2.45pm 

Saturday 9th 

Felsted 1st XI Cricket Festival, 9.00am 
FoEG Camping with Dad, pitching from 12.00pm 

Sunday 10th 

FoEG Camping with Dad 
Breast Cancer Now fun run at Edge Grove, 
11.00am 

Monday 11th 

Year 8 Baccalaureate Challenge commences 
London Area Athletics at Thames Valley Athletics 
Centre, Eton    
Piano Masterclass with Steven Haugh, Theatre, 
(morning) 
 

Expedition Week briefings to parents: 

5.15pm – 6.00pm: Year 5 (Chapel); Year 6 
(Theatre) 

6.15pm – 7.00pm: Year 7 (Chapel); Year 8 
(Theatre) 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

I hope you have all enjoyed a fun and relaxing half 

term.  It was certainly a great weekend of hot and 

sunny weather to end on.  It hardly seems 

possible that we are now entering our last five 

weeks of the academic year but what a five weeks 

they promise to be!  Always the busiest time in 

any school’s calendar, ours is certainly no 

exception. I am particularly looking forward to our 

inaugural Year 8 Baccalaureate Conference 

entitled Britain’s Health as well as our Upper 

School and Year 2 productions, the annual 

swimming and athletics sports events and of 

course, our spectacular biennial Summer Ball. To 

start us off, we have the ever popular FoEG 

Camping with Dad next weekend which is now 

fully booked with over 200 children and dads 

taking part - I for one have two very excited boys!  

The following weekend sees the turn of another 

fantastic Edge Grove Summer Fete which I hope 

you will all be able to attend - please see Alex’s 

email sent on Sunday to all parents for further 

details.  We will keep you fully informed of 

everything happening via the information letter, 

newsletter and school-run WhatsApp groups but if 

you have any questions or queries, please speak 

to your child’s form tutor or ring the School Office.  

For a number of years I have been urging senior 

schools to change their entry processes to help  

 



‘spot the tutored child’ (https://ie-today.co.uk/

Article/spotting-the-tutored-child) and also to 

lessen the pressure of entrance examinations and 

the ultimate strain these cause, together with the 

inevitable impact on pupil wellbeing.  For far too 

long, tutors have been peddling their often 

dubious services for not inconsiderable sums and 

relying on the anxiety of parents submerged in the 

competitive nature of senior school exams.  It was 

then with relief that I read an article recently 

outlining how the headmistress of Wimbledon 

High School, Jane Lunnon, (and twin sister the 

headmistress of St Albans High School) will be 

dropping school entrance exams in favour of a 

series of games and puzzles based on the Crystal 

Maze TV show. This move has been necessary 

due to what Lunnon refers to as her ‘…moral duty 

to stop this madness of excessive tutoring.’ She 

also believes that children should be climbing 

trees rather than being tutored on a Saturday 

morning - I couldn’t agree more!  It is no surprise 

that children who have to be heavily tutored to 

gain entry into highly selective schools are usually 

under a great deal of pressure to keep up and 

often at risk of dropping out or worse. So from 

September, pupils will be required to participate in 

three hours of fun and enjoyable games in groups 

that will test their team work, leadership skills, 

independent thinking, problem solving, risk taking 

and creativity. Unsurprisingly, none of which can 

be taught by a tutor charging £70 per hour.  

If these skills sound familiar it is because they 

form an important part of our Behaviours for 

Learning and Guiding Principles which have 

underpinned our teaching and learning at Edge 

Grove over the past five years. Lunnon believes 

her new system is exciting and truly innovative; 

exciting yes, but not really innovative, although it 

is refreshing to know that top senior schools are 

now catching up with where we at Edge Grove 

have been leading for a number of years.  It is 

essential that we prepare our pupils fully with the 

skills necessary to be successful in the 21st 

century as well as being emotionally resilient, able 

to think clearly and creatively and ‘flounder 

intelligently.’ For this to be achieved, all schools 

must look beyond rote learning, exam preparation 

and the scourge of endless tutoring which will only 

lead to anxious and intellectually dull pupils ill-

prepared for their future lives. Let’s hope more 

schools follow in the footsteps of Wimbledon High! 

My best wishes to everyone for an enjoyable week 

ahead. 

Ben Evans 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on 

FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/

music-timetable  

Careers Morning, Monday 18
th

 June 

 

As part of the Year 8 programme after the 
Common Entrance exams have finished we will be 
holding a careers information morning. In the past, 
parents have been very generous with their time in 
coming in to school to present to the children for 
10-15 minutes on their chosen career path. 

 

If you would like to present to the children on 
Monday 18th June, please email 
acaldwell@edgegrove.com with details of the 
career that you would like to present and what time 
would be best for you. 

Friday Night Boarders Outings 

 

A reminder to parents that we will be having our last 

two boarders outings next half term. On Friday 8th 

June we will be going to the cinema to see Jurassic 

World 2. We will also be hosting our very popular 

Laser Tag boarding evening on Friday 15th June. If 

you would like your child to attend either of these 

evenings please do email me at 

bmcmanus@edgegrove.com. I will need to know 

numbers by Wednesday 6th June for both of these 

Friday nights. 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

18th May to 24th May 

Follow Edge Grove Sport  @EdgeGroveSport 

Sports News 

Click here for all this week’s 

match reports 

Please click for details of the academic 

commendations, commendations and golden 

moments given out so far.  

Junior Maths Challenge 

The Junior Maths Challenge (a nationally-run problem-
solving paper) was taken last month by 90 of our pupils 
in years 6 to 8. Congratulations to the following award 
winners. Also, Varick, Dante and Ritwik have made it 
through to the National Finals (a follow-up paper on 
12th June) 

Bronze awards (49 or more marks): Ben B, Toni, Iyanu, 
Ebunlola, Daniel SJ, Tom H, Ved, Ollie B, Quinn,  
Shayan, Chethas, Lewis B, Aman, Ariyan, Alex O, 
Jared, Aarin KP, Kiri, Riley, Rayaan 

Silver awards (61 or more marks): Alex L, Dylan, Bode, 
Daniel E, Eshana, Femi, Derin, Leke, Freddie Gr,  
Noah S, Darcey, Aryan K, Dami O, Kean 

Gold awards (75 or more marks): Varick (Best in 
School), Dante, Olivia, Luke, Ritwik 

Well done Daniel! 

Daniel in year 8 was chosen for the U13 
Hertfordshire County team that played against 
Buckinghamshire at Knebworth at the weekend.  

He bowled two spells of three overs each and got 
a wicket in a maiden over which was a highlight. 
He batted seven and continued to bat for a couple 
of overs but was undone by a very good Anil 
Kumble style leggy that took five wickets and 
knocked over the Herts tail.  

Bucks got 182 in 40 overs and Herts 119. 

Well done Daniel! 

Wonderful news for Charlotte! 

Charlotte-Anne in year 7 faced 
stiff competition from over 500 
applications to be supported by 
a musical trust and use this 
beautiful instrument to further 
her musical passion. 

Two harps were donated by a 
renowned harpist Catherine 
Dunlop to the Clarsach society. 

Charlotte had to be 
recommended by two industry 
professionals as the trust only 
loan to talented young 
musicians looking to further gain 
their aspirations in the world of 
music. 

Well done Charlotte! 

Swimming Gala Success 

Please see the link to the Watford Observer article about the recent swimming gala. Edge Grove pupils 

Nuccio, Chloe and Kene all did extremely well. swimming-gala-watford-observer-18th-may-2018 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson,  

Head of Lower School 

Year 3 

A sun filled week in year 3 following on from the 

excitement of the Royal Wedding on the weekend. 

This inspired some English and maths activities 

this week including working out who the secret 

Royal Wedding gift unwrapper was….!  

Year 4 

The children were writing their fantasy stories for 

the first part of the week. It was amazing to see 

them using all of their creative language to 

describe fantastical locations and deadly beasts - 

not to mention the dashing heroes!  

 

Please click below to 

see more from Lower 

School: 

 

Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson,  

Head of Pre Prep 

The scourge of single use plastics has been in the 

news again this week. It is a topic that the whole 

school feels passionate about and this was very 

evident when members of the Prep School came 

to talk to year 2 about new initiatives to develop 

bio degradable alternatives. The pupils were very 

knowledgeable and answered questions from the 

younger children with confidence and insight. 

Aside from the topic itself being so worthwhile, I 

was impressed to see the soft skills we focus on 

at Edge Grove being so effectively put to use in 

this peer experience. One of our guiding principles 

is Global and Local Responsibility and year 1 

raised awareness of how some children in the 

world have very few resources to share, even if 

they are lucky enough to go to school at all. By 

sharing a pencil for a day, it was sharply brought 

to our attention just how fortunate we are. It is not 

however always effective to just repeat this 

mantra, our aim is to then think of solutions to help 

improve the situation for others and to take 

responsibility for bringing about change, such as 

our work with the Rainbow Centre in Sri Lanka.  

 

Please click below to see more from Pre Prep: 

Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

Even though it was the last week of school, it was 

just as busy as ever. Jammed packed with 

exciting academic and social events. Please can I 

remind you about the combined year 4 and year 5 

coffee morning on the Thursday 7th June. It would 

be very helpful for any year 5 parents to be there 

to answer questions and share success stories 

with our new up and 

coming year 5 

parents.   

Please click below to 

see more from Middle 

School this week: 

Upper School News 

Anna Warren,  

Head of Upper School 

Well done to all of Year 7 for working so hard on 

your exams! We hope you’ve enjoyed a restful 

break. Good luck to our Common Entrance pupils 

who start their examinations. Once the exams 

were over, Year 7 were invited to think about 

applying to be a house captain in Year 8. All 

pupils have definitely had a headstart with all the 

work they’ve undertaken in the leadership module 

of the Edge Grove Baccalaureate.  We are looking 

forward to receiving their 

application forms!  

Click below to see 

pictures of pupils 

enjoying geography and 

technology lessons. 

Lower School News Page 

Pre Prep News Page 

Middle School News Page Upper School News Page 
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11 am Sunday 10th June 2018

@southhertsbreastcancernow

Buy tickets @ fullonsport.com

southhertsbcn@gmail.com

Run, walk or skip our 

5km or 1km course for charity

@

great day for all the family!
Activity village & food court

family run for fun

search: SOuth Herts breast cancer now Run For Fun 



SUMMER Cookery Camp 

 
     

Edge Grove School 
 

We are have lots of new and exciting recipes for budding young cooks including 

Pies and Puddings / Italian Masterclass / Asian, Wagamama style / and  our 

Showstoppers and Bread Makers Bake Off 

 

Join us for one day, two  days, three days…or even all seven! 

24th July  -  25th July – 26th July 

30th July – 31st July – 1st August – 2nd August 

 

 Fun with Food holiday activity from 9.30am - 3.30pm (extended hours 

option available)  

 Basic Knife skills 

 Combing Herbs and Spices 

 Cookery Day for children from 7 - 14yrs        

 £65 per child, per day – Child care vouchers accepted 

To book a place, email bookings@how2boilwater.com or call 01442 876259 

 

mailto:bookings@how2boilwater.com

