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Dear Parents 

Our last week until half 
term - where has the 
time gone?  I spent a 
very happy few days last 
week in Paris as a last 
minute substitution on 
the year 6 French trip.  
What a great experience 
for all involved; perfect 
weather, amazing 
opportunities and much 
laughter and fun. A 
pupil’s school life should 
be about making memories and this was certainly 
the case last week, and for the staff too! 

As you will all know, Flourish is our unique 
programme of wellbeing at Edge Grove, 
encompassing PSHEE, mindfulness, yoga, 
emotional resilience and performance coaching 
together with all aspects of pastoral care. This term 
we will be focussing on appreciation along with the 
acts of kindness, caring and community that have 
been an ongoing theme. We want our pupils to 
understand that appreciation takes thought to a 
deeper level than gratitude and to realise that 
gratitude is purely thanks whilst appreciation is 
understanding the reasons why we are thankful. I 
am extremely grateful for the staff who give up so 
much of their time to organise and accompany 
school trips and overseas tours; I am hugely 
appreciative of the opportunities these experiences 
afford our pupils and the skills they develop as a 
consequence.  

It is well documented that appreciation strengthens 
positive attitude, contributes to both good health 
and performance, reduces dissatisfaction, 
enhances good memories and boosts children’s 
resilience and their ability to bounce back from 
setbacks.  Furthermore, showing appreciation for 
others and the actions of others generates good 
feeling, supports positive relationships, enhances 
learning and promotes a growth mindset. I would 
want nothing else for my own children and I hope 
you agree! 

My best wishes and good luck to the netball squad 
who are travelling to Barbados and to everyone 
else for a relaxing and enjoyable half term - your 
children deserve it.  Alex, the boys and I are 
attempting our delayed holiday in Sri Lanka! 

 

Best wishes 

Ben Evans 
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CALENDAR 

Tuesday 16th October 

Pre Prep instrumental concert, Pre Prep Hall, 8.45am 

Individual instrumentalists recording, Theatre, 11.00am 

Table Tennis v Beechwood Park (H), 6.00pm - 

cancelled 

U11 District Table Tennis Championships (H), 1.00-

3.00pm 

Wednesday 17th October 

Year 4 Tesco Farm to Fork, 9.00am-12.00pm (formal 

uniform) 

Football v Aldwickbury, 2nd, 4th, Colts A, B, C, D, E, F 

(H) 1st, 3rd, Colts G, H, I, J (A) 

Hockey v Heath Mount, U13, U10 (A) U11 (H) 

Middle School tutor evening, Theatre, 5.30pm-8.00pm 

Thursday 18th October 

Football v Kingshott, U9 (H) 

Hockey v Chesham Prep, U9, U8 (H), 3.30pm 

Friday 19th October 

Half Term - please collect your children at the following 

times: Pre-School and Pre Prep: 3.00pm, Lower 

School: 3.30pm, Middle and Upper School: 4.15pm 

If possible please collect older siblings at the time 

stated for younger siblings. Siblings will be supervised 

until they are collected. 

No after-school activities 

Saturday 20th October  

Half Term 

Sunday  21st October  

Half Term 

Monday 22nd October 

Barbados Netball Tour departs  

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 
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End of Term Arrangements 

As per the details in the school calendar, the end of term 

collection arrangements are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Please collect older siblings at the time stated for the younger 

sibling.  Older siblings in Years 5 to 8 of Pre Prep pupils will assemble 

in the Theatre at 3pm from where they may be collected.  Siblings 

in Years 3 and 4 may be collected from their form rooms.  

 

There will be no after-school activities  

and parking will be provided on the paddock  

(weather permitting). 

Pre School and Pre Prep 3.00pm 

Lower School 3.30pm 

Middle and Upper School 4.15pm 
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson,  

Head of Pre Prep 

 

 

Our Flourish focus this term is appreciation and we certainly have so much to be thankful for at Edge Grove. I 
have very much enjoyed how Reception have approached this in class and the way some of the children have 
talked about the things they appreciate has melted my heart. Pre-School have been learning about autumn in 
a variety of ways, from holding their own harvest festival, discovering how bread is made from field to our 
plates, exploring animals who hibernate and creating art using natural materials. The rest of the school 
enjoyed a Harvest Festival assembly too and we were proud to play our part with words and song. From bear 
hunts in the grounds with Reception to the Great Egg Drop challenge in year 1, the balmy weather draws us 
outside and is enjoyed by all, especially our seven hens who are producing eggs and are very much part of 
the Pre Prep family.  
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson,  

Head of Lower School 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 had a fantastic week starting with a trip to 
Chiltern Open Air Museum as part of the Stone Age to 
Iron Age topic. Children travelled back 12000 years 
and immersed themselves in the outdoor environment, 
learning all about how Stone Age and Iron Age 
families survived. Children were given the chance to 
grind wheat and make fresh bread on a fire, whisk 
cream until it turned into butter and butter milk and 
they even made their own charcoal paint. In English 
children got to decide what features of an instruction 
text were more effective than others. They followed 
two sets of instructions to make Wallace’s favourite 
snack; a marmalade sandwich. It was very clear upon 
making these snacks that instructions needed to be 
clear using imperatives, necessary adjectives and 
numbered steps. The Science focus was to 
understand that light travels in straight lines and 
children experimented on this notion by shining beams 
from a torch through card - the only way that the light 
travelled through the card was when it passed through 
holes that were lined up exactly one in front of 
another. In maths this week children were 
concentrating on conversions of length between 
millimetres and centimetres. As part of Flourish, 
children have been continuing to work on the 
Appreciation Chain and noting down all acts done to 
them that they have appreciated - ask them about this 
as I am sure you will want to hear how much they all 
appreciate you.   

Year 4 

What a busy week for year 4. In maths we have been 
revising and refining formal written methods of 
multiplication and learning to use our number facts in 
new ways. In English we started with a short 
introduction to debating and then we have been 
harnessing the power of persuasion to write letters to 
the Prime Minister about the plastic crisis. Lots of 
persuasive language being used well to create 
powerful and emotive arguments. Topic saw us 
creating animated videos about the Beaufort scale as 
we took a quick look at extreme weather and in 
science we designed our own adapted animals based 
on research into a particular habitat. Wednesday was 
Harvest Festival and the whole Lower School gave an 
enthusiastic rendition of “Eat a rainbow everyday!” 
which filled the sports hall with a joyous sound and of 
course links to our Flourish topic of appreciation as we 
gave thanks for all of the good thing we have in our 
lives.  

4R delivered an excellent assembly expanding the 
Harvest theme to Harvest around the world. Everyone 
learnt something new and it was so lovely to hear the 
children give an impromptu presentation of what they 
are thankful for in their own lives - lots of sibling love! 
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

Year 6 sample life as a stock broker and they 
traded at the Edge Grove Stock Exchange. In 
their 'companies' (houses), the children worked 
as a team, purchasing raw goods, manufacturing 
stock and buying and selling their goods to make 
a profit. They had to keep a close eye on the 
rising and falling stock values! Some teams were 
issued fines for Health & Safety breaches too! 
But well done to Stratton who came out with a 
total profit of £52.18. 
 
Science: 

Year 6 had an amazing art and science trip to the 
Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew.  They took part in 
a pollination workshop where they impressed their 
teacher with their knowledge of the lifecycle of a 
flowering plant.  They were given the opportunity to 
hand pollinate flowers using paint brushes.   They 
explored the green houses finding out about where 
different plants grow.  Some were astounded to 
learn that pineapples grow on the ground not in 
trees.   They also had an opportunity to draw some 
flowers and seed heads, both of which will be used 
in an art project next half term.  

 

Maths: 

On Friday, a team of year 7 pupils attended an 
afternoon of maths at Merchant Taylors’ School. 
Pupils completed a maths trail around the school, 
and then worked on a number of challenging 
problems and puzzles, both in a team and 
individually. Great work year 7! 

 

Art: 

After creating some fabulous silhouette images for 
their WW1 artworks, the year 5s started work on 
their background sunsets.  We talked about warm, 
harmonious colours and the symbolic meaning 
behind sunset imagery.  I am looking forward to 
seeing the two elements (sunset and silhouette) 
combined! 

 

Drama: 

For those children not on the French trip year 6 
rehearsed and performed three fairy tales, some 
with a twist,  in French. These included ‘Blanche 
Neige et les Sept Reporters’, ‘Petit Chaperon 
Rouge’ and ‘Cindy Va A Hollywood’. The children 
worked very well reading the scripts, understanding 
the characters and saying their lines in French. 
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Today year 6 visited Kew Gardens.  Once we arrived, we were split into seven groups.  First we walked 

around the woods and noticed little plaques on each tree, it said what kind it was and where it was from.  

Soon after we spotted a tree-top walkway right above our heads. When we had climbed the stairs we had 

an amazing view of the woods.  

While we were walking around we saw lots of wooden structures including where we ate our lunch on 

giant tables and chairs.  After lunch we wandered a bit more and we went to our science workshop where 

we learned all about parts of a flower.  We split into groups and did interesting activities where we learned 

lots of facts about trees and pollination.  Some of those facts included that bees sometimes purposely 

collect pollen in little pollen baskets on their legs. This is to feed their young and give them protein to grow.  

We learnt that vanilla in Madagascar is more expensive than silver because it has to be pollinated by 

humans.  All of our group decided to have a go with paintbrushes, pollinating from one of the flowers 

anthers and then another’s stigma.  We felt that after a little pollinating we had done our job very well!  

Shortly after we went into various greenhouses and drew many different flowers. I really enjoyed the trip 

and feel I have learned a lot more.  

 

  

 
 

By Libby G 

YEAR 6 VISIT TO KEW GARDENS 
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The first ever Edge Grove year 6 trip to 
Paris set off from school at half past 
midnight on Thursday morning. Pupils 
and teachers came prepared with 
pillows and blankets and we all 
managed a nap on the coach as we 
sped towards Dover. Refreshed after a 
short nap, everyone was in fine spirits 
as we boarded the ferry and enjoyed a 
very early breakfast on board a virtually 
empty boat. After a smooth crossing to 
Calais we all settled down again for 
another nap which ensured that by the 
time we arrived in Paris in glorious 
sunshine everyone was rested and 
ready to climb the Eiffel Tower. 

We climbed to the second floor and 
then took the lift to the top to enjoy 
stunning views of Paris in the glorious 
autumn sunshine.  We arrived at 
Chateau de La Grande Romaine in the 
late afternoon and had time for a game 
of football with pupils from the 
International School of Brussels who 
were also staying at the chateau before 
supper. After supper the PGL monitors 
organised a ‘mini olympics’ - the most 
memorable relay race being to strut like 
a chicken before laying an enormous 
egg!  

 

On Friday we were all awake in good 
time ready for our day at Disneyland 
Paris. Again, the weather was glorious 
and we all thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves. At Disneyland pupils were able to put their French into practice  - the word of the day had to be 
‘montagne russe’ which is the French for roller coaster.  

 

The day at Disneyland Paris made for a particularly memorable birthday for one member of the group and 
after a delicious supper at the chateau - which included snails for those who wanted - the chef came out 
with a magnificent birthday cake to round off the celebrations.  

 

On our final day in Paris we got up early to pack up and then enjoyed a final breakfast of croissants and 
pains au chocolat before heading in to Paris for a trip down the River Seine. We all enjoyed sitting out on 
deck in the sunshine seeing the sights of Paris before returning to our coach and heading back home. 

 

Many thanks to the teachers who accompanied this trip - Mrs Laneri, Mr Kay, Mr Thomas and Mr Evans 
and to the pupils who were such fun to be with!  

 

 

By Ms Taylor 

YEAR 6 TRIP TO PARIS 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren,  

Head of Upper School 

Upper School pupils have been hard at work this 
week, particularly Year 8 as they gear up for their 
exams after November. In Baccalaureate, the 
pupils have been focusing on study skills, and the 
importance of a positive growth mindset. They’ve 
created some fantastic presentations which they 
will share with our Year 6 pupils next week. In 
Science, Year 7 have been investigating magnetic 
field patterns using plotting compasses and Year 
8 have been making their own acid/alkalis 
indicators from red cabbage. You most certainly 
can try this at home! 

 

Year 7 have been working incredibly hard on their 
poetry recitals. We had a fantastic competition this 
afternoon with all pupils performing brilliantly.  We 
were very impressed with the way they confidently 
took to the stage and recited a whole range of 
poems with passion and poise.  The five winners 
were: 

1. Jeronimo  

2. Maddison  

3. Andrei  

4. Riley  

5. Buster and Yash  

 

They will perform their poems at the 
Remembrance Service on Friday 9th November.  
We very much look forward to seeing them 
perform again and well done to everyone who 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 5th-11th October  

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click here for all this week’s 

match reports 
Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-autumn-2018-week-6
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-autumn-2018-week-6
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable
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You are warmly invited to visit Edge Grove to participate in our remembrance project. Everybody 

will be creating a cross with the name of a family member or unknown soldier, to include in a large 

art installation to commemorate the centenary of the end of the First World War. 

 

The event will be held in Edge Grove’s dining room and material for making the crosses and 

painting them will be supplied. Please bring along old clothes in which to paint, and the name of 

the person(s) to whom you wish to dedicate your cross. If you have a photograph you would like 

to include, please bring this as well (we will make a copy of it to keep your photograph safe).  

 

Refreshments will be provided throughout the afternoon and there will be a voluntary contribution 

towards the forces charities.  

 

The installation will be displayed in Edge Grove Park which is visible from the footpaths around 

Edge Grove and the Edge Grove front drive. There will be a public service in the Sports Hall on the 

9th of November at 5.30pm to commemorate the centenary of the armistice if you would like to 

join us and view the installation.  

 

If you would like to take part, please download and complete a Registration Form and return it to 

the School Office or email it to Claire Tomsett at ctomsett@edgegrove.com  

by Sunday 28th October. 

 

Celebrating the centenary of the end of the  

First World War 

 

Community Art Installation 

Monday 5th November, 3.00-4.00pm 

https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/information-letters-1/community-art-installation-remembrance-project
mailto:ctomsett@edgegrove.com


13 



14 


