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Dear Parents  

The first three days of term have been quite a 
whirlwind; the enthusiasm and obvious enjoyment 
of our pupils at being back at school with their 
friends is almost tangible and everyone is hitting 
the ground running with great purpose.  Just as it 
should be! 

For my Prep School assembly on Wednesday, we 
explored the importance of making a positive 
difference - to one’s self, the school environment 
and both locally and globally. I set the ball rolling 
by publically announcing my own aims for 2019; 
eat less crisps (the trickiest one!), train hard for this 
year’s London Marathon so I can run over the 
finish line rather than crawl and finally, to find some 
time to read more. I also managed to dig out a very 
dusty suitcase last seen in New Year’s resolution 
assembly from January 2016 in which we had 
written and stored our aims for the future.  It was 
interesting to see that they were all still as relevant 
today as they were then - be considerate and kind, 
thoughtful of others, determined and focussed, well 
organised and to have a generosity of spirit to 
name a few.  I then urged all forms to discuss what 
aims and aspirations they could think of to ensure 
that the Edge Grove community remained strong, 
cohesive, purposeful and supportive.  The 
responses I received were characteristically 
thoughtful, perceptive and wide-ranging.   Some of 
my favourites were; tolerance, selflessness, 
appreciation, flourish, commitment, honesty and 
organisation, all of which are certainly relevant to 
us too. However, I was also pleased to note that at 
Edge Grove, our children are able to keep things in 
perspective, understand the need to remain 
positive, laugh every day, enjoy ourselves and 
smile more!   

  

 

 

    EDGE NEWS 
Monday 14th January 2019 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday 15th January 

Basketball v St Martin’s, U11 (A), 4.45pm 

Year 7 Exams 

Year 8 School Specific Exams 

Wednesday 16th January 

Year 7 Exams 

Year 8 School Specific Exams 

Inter-house Touch Rugby, Years 5 to 8 

Netball v Heath Mount, U11 (H), U10 (A) 

Netball v Belmont, U13 (A) 

Thursday 17th January 

Year 7 Exams 

Year 8 School Specific Exams 

Rugby v Westbrook Hay, U9 (A), U8 (H) 

Netball v Manor Lodge, U9 (H) 

Netball v Westbrook Hay, U8 (A) 

Sri Lanka Cricket & Music Tour meeting, Theatre, 
6.00pm 

Friday 18th January 

Haileybury Orchestral day, by invitation 

Wheels on Debussy Concert, Years 1 and 2 (am) and 
Years 3 and 4 (pm), Theatre 

Edge Grove 11+ scholarship assessments, 2-4.30pm 

Saturday 19th January 

Governors Stratehic Planning, Staff Room and Dining 
Room, 9.00am-2.00pm 

Sri Lanka Cricket Touring Team training, Sports Hall, 
10.00am-12.00pm 

Sunday 20th January 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 

Thank you to those parents who have answered 
my call for Focus Group participants to help with 
our whole school review of reporting pupil progress 
i.e. termly reports, parent consultations etc.  
However, with 380+ families at the school, nine 
parents is not going to ensure that we achieve a 
representative view.  If you are interested, I am 
happy to hold meetings at any time of the day and 
on Saturdays if that will allow for greater 
participation.  I look forward to hearing from you! 

My best wishes for an enjoyable week ahead. 

Ben Evans  
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

 

We have all been setting ourselves challenges and targets for the New Year; from eating more 
vegetables to learning to play an instrument there is an even greater sense of optimism in the Pre Prep! 
The pupils all know the power of the word ‘yet’ – it is in fact our superpower. We never say that we can’t 
do something, we just can’t do it yet; I very much look forward to discovering how successful we all are at 
achieving our goals over the coming weeks. We shared some wonderful holiday adventures in Sharing 
Assembly, from Mombasa to Honk Kong we heard travel stories which inspire and motivate us all to learn 
more about different cultures and places. Our knowledge harvests began in earnest with some 
fascinating flipped learning facts from Year 1 & 2 pupils associated with their Fire and Ice topic and we 
look forward to visits from CREW and to the Tring Natural History Museum later in the term with 
workshops related to the polar lands and the Fire of London. Reception and Pre-School will explore the 
wonderful world of fiction, from traditional tales to using their imagination to build their own stories I 
expect to be transported to magical places accompanied by lots of glitter whilst wearing a cape! 
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

Year 3 

What a wonderful start to the new term and new 
year. Year 3 have been making firm decisions, or 
resolutions, about something they want to do more 
or less of this year and also thinking about how 
they are going to achieve this - we will see how 
they are getting on with these come February! 
Comprehension has been the focus in English with 
children carefully considering if a question is a 
‘book’ or ‘brain’ question. Subtraction and its 
inverse, addition, have been recapped upon in 
maths as children reacquaint themselves with 
various strategies and methods. Ancient Egyptians 
and the human body have been introduced in 
Topic and Science respectively. These link quite 
nicely, especially as we cover the rather grisly part 
in Ancient Egyptians about mummification. 

  

Year 4 

The Year 4s arrived back with energy and 
enthusiasm this week after the break and we all 
certainly noticed a growth in maturity and more 
discerning natures. In English, the focus has been 
on Haikus whereby the children are writing their 
own on the subject of winter and snow 
landscapes. During Maths, the children are 
extending their understandings of measurement 
and learning how to convert between units of 
measure. Anglo Saxons are being investigated in 
topic and the subject of ‘changing states’ has 
begun in Science, exploring the concepts of solids, 
liquids and gases. An exciting start to the term! 
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

An official welcome back to our Edge Grove 
weekly Newsletter! As you can see, school 
started with a bang and the pupils have settled 
right down and got stuck in to all that has been 
prepared for them. 

In Maths, 6 Blue have been building on their 
knowledge of Roman numerals. They have been 
practicing writing important and famous years in 
Roman numerals, and worked in pairs to 
complete a tricky Roman numerals puzzle. 

In English, Year 5 pupils have been sharing their 
book reviews with each other and discussing their 
positive views about their holiday reading 
experience. They are learning about life in the 
workhouse and the harsh environment of 
Victorian times. 

Year 5 English Red set were exploring the 
spelling rules that relate to their weekly spellings 
and learning which words followed which rules - 
drop the ‘e’ or ‘al’ and add -ity or drop the ‘le’ and 
add -ility - and which naughty words don’t follow 
the rules at all! 

In Science, Year 5 pupils have been exploring 
Planet Earth and will be looking at how our 
position in the Solar Systems affects our day to 
day lives. They have been investigating how 
shadows change across the day. 

In PE, Year 6 have started their ultimate Frisbee 
unit! We have been focusing on how we can 
perform a successful backhand pass, getting the 
Frisbee to travel straight towards a partner or 
teammate. Year 5 are starting a new unit on 
fitness, learning how to test their own fitness with 
a view to improving using different training 
methods. We have performed tests in our first 
lesson which we will then perform again in the 
last lesson, to see if we have improved.  

In Art, the first lesson of each term is always an 
assessment session in art. This term the children 
were required to draw a self-portrait using a 
mirror to look carefully at the shapes of their 
jawlines, size of lips, noses and eyes. They were 
guided through the steps and shown how to grid 
a face in order to get correct proportions of the 
features in relation to each other. The outcomes 
were very impressive as the children also 
considered shading elements, building on last 
year’s self-portrait assessment. 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

 

Guiding Principle: Self-Motivation 

 

Happy New Year, and welcome to the Spring 
Term! What are in the Upper School’s ‘suitcases’ 
this week? They have packed a number of 
resolutions which they have pledged to carry 
around with them for this term. Following on from 
Wednesday’s assembly when Mr Evans shared 
his personal goals for 2019, pupils too have been 
reflecting on the many ways in which they can 
better themselves. The forms have been 
reflecting on four different types of goals: 
personal, class/school, local community and 
global.  This is a theme we will continue to return 
to in form time and assembles.  

Best of luck to Year 7 and many pupils in Year 8 
who have started their exams today. All children 
have demonstrated very good levels of self-
motivation in the run up to the exams, and we 
look forward to returning to a normal timetable 
shortly. 

In the English classrooms this week, Upper 
School pupils have been reviewing the novels 
that were set for the Christmas holiday reading 
task. Year 8 have worked in groups, reflecting on 
Susan Hill’s gothic text The Woman in Black. 
Year 7 discussed their views on a range of short 
stories by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle featuring 
Sherlock Holmes. 

Year 7 embark upon their first Design Technology 
unit. Inspired by examples of African batik, the 
pupils have been researching and sketching 
animal figures for their own designs. 
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LONDON MARATHON 2019 

This year three members of staff will be taking on 

the challenging 26.2 miles of the Virgin Money 

London Marathon on Sunday 28th April: our 

Headmaster, who will be running for the Herts 

Community Foundation (Edge Grove’s local partner 

charity), Mr Eglinton (RNLI and Headlines) and 

Miss Bonnick (MacMillan).  

We are so proud that they have chosen to take on 

this incredible challenge and we wish them every 

luck (and resilience!) in their training over the next 

few months.  

If you would like to support any of our runners 

please see their donation pages below: 

Mr Evans:  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BenEvans31  

Miss Bonnick:  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NatalieBonnick  

Mr Eglinton:  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AlistairEglinton 

 

 

 

 

EDGE GROVE FUN RUN - SAVE THE DATE! 

We will be holding a Fun Run on the afternoon of Saturday 23rd March (time tbc) to support our runners 

and raise money to help them reach their fundraising targets. Come along for a non-competitive run 

around the school grounds and to show your support! 

If any parents are running the London Marathon this year please do let us know so we can grow this 

fantastic community of runners! Email office@edgegrove.com  

 

 

 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BenEvans31
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NatalieBonnick
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AlistairEglinton
mailto:%20office@edgegrove.com
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Flourish Parent Workshop 

Pathways to independence 
Friday 8th February 2019, 0845 – 1100 

£25 per person 
 

Being able to think, act and learn independently are three of the most important skills 

children can learn. 

Establishing habits that once imbedded help them to respond to life proactively and 

positively assists the development of young people who are able to take responsibility for 

their thoughts, feelings and actions.    Encouraging them to be independent physically and 

emotionally builds confidence, resilience, self-esteem and the ability to form collaborative 

relationships. 

Achieving independence needs to be managed, growing by degrees and this workshop 

offers the opportunity to explore topics that will assist you to support your child’s 

pathway to independence: 

 Executive function, the mental skills that help get things done 
 Influences on the developing mind 
 Perspective 
 Beliefs: ages and stages 
 Language of independence 
 Emotional independence 
 
 
For further information and to book your place please contact Sally Sharp, Head of 

Wellbeing:  ssharp@edgegrove.com 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 7th December-10th January  

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click for Match Reports Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-spring-term-week-1
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable

