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Dear Parents 

Week two flew by in a whirlwind of enthusiastic 
learning and participation. There is never a dull 
moment (which is good and as planned!) ensuring 
that all pupils are fully involved in every aspect of 
their learning and school life.  A brief glimpse of 
Wheels on Debussy on Friday saw someone 
balancing himself with great ease and confidence on 
a cello case, thoroughly entertaining Years 1 to 4 as 
well as stretching their ability to think creatively and 
acquire a deeper understanding of music.  I heard 
from Mr Eglinton that our pupils who attended the 
Haileybury Orchestral day were outstanding, both in 
their performances and behaviour, which was, 
apparently, in stark contrast to some other prep 
schools present. It is always pleasing to know that 
our high expectations in school are even more 
apparent when our pupils are present at external 
events. 

Have you ever wondered what your child’s day is 
really like at school?   I think I am probably better 
placed than most to understand our pupils’ daily 
routines and experiences but it was with great 
interest that I shadowed a Year 6 class this week, 
from 9.00am until the end of Celebrate and Motivate 
at 4.15pm.  The experience was fascinating, 
illuminating and hugely reassuring.  My aim was not 
primarily to observe our teachers (we have a regular 
cycle of review and reflection) but rather to see how 
our pupils’ manage with different teachers’ 
expectations, a wide range of curriculum subjects and 
undeniably full and busy days. I purposely chose a 
day of classroom based subjects and thoroughly 
enjoyed topics such as the Treaty of Versailles, the 
periodic table (do you know the chemical symbol for 
Tungsten?), Jesus as the Messiah, ghost story 
writing, positive and negative numbers, conventional 
map symbols and different genres of writing in 
French.  Throughout the day I was so impressed with 
the levels of energy and enthusiasm from those 
teaching and those being taught, the tremendous 
progress made in every lesson and above all, the 
care and support I witnessed from the staff which had 
such a positive impact on the pupils engagement and  

    EDGE NEWS 
Monday 21st January 2019 

CALENDAR 

Tuesday 22nd January  

National Quiz Competition regional qualifier at St. 
Hilda’s, Bushey, by invitation, 2.00pm 

Wednesday 23rd January 

Rugby v Orley Farm, U13A, U12A, U13/U12B (A) 

Rugby v Orley Farm and Lockers Park, U10A, U10B, 
U10C, U11A, U11B, U11C (H) 

Middle/Upper School Inter-house Netball competition  

Year 3 Egyptian Day, Theatre, 8.00-4.00pm 

Thursday 24th January 

Rugby Festival at Edge Grove, U9A to U9C 

Rugby Festival at Heath Mount, U8A to U8C 

Netball v Westbrook Hay, U9 (A) 

Table Tennis v Beechwood Park (H), 6.00pm 

Friday 25th January 

Beechwood park Cross Country, Years 3 to 8, 2.00pm 

Rainbow Centre Fundraising Concert and Art Exhibition, 
Theatre, 5.30pm 

Boarding Activity Evening (Years 3 to 8) - Inflatable Fun, 
Sports Hall 

Saturday 26th January 

Open Day for all current pupils and parents, main 
school, 10.00am-12.00pm 

Sunday 27th January 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 

enjoyment.  I couldn’t have been more pleased but I 
was absolutely exhausted!  What a day it was and that 
is without clubs, prep and any further work done at 
home.  Please do think twice before trying to cram in 
extra tuition and learning after 6.00pm and at 
weekends.   Your children have worked hard and 
made exemplary progress throughout busy and 
purposeful days, all of which is made so much more 
valuable being surrounded by staff who know them 
well, care deeply for them and understand exactly 
what learning is required.  Year 5 this week and I can’t 
wait!   

I look forward to seeing everyone on Saturday for our 
Open School morning between 10.00am and 
12.00pm.  Please explore every inch of the school 
with your children, meet the staff and have a go at the 
interactive activities in the classrooms designed to 
give you a good insight into how we teach and how 
your children learn at Edge Grove. 

Best wishes , Ben Evans 
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

 

A typical day will see children relaxing on the new library bean bags to a physical development check in 
the blue playground and on to uninterrupted time exploring in the woods. Movement is good for all areas 
development and also promotes learning, but there is a need for quiet reflection time too. I enjoyed the 
wonderful sensory experience of making potions with Reception last week; smelling, touching and 
marvelling at the colour and texture of our final concoction excited us all, and the opportunity to hear 
wonderful expressive provided the type of  learning opportunity I am privileged to enjoy. The year 1 pupils 
have begun work on creating cold colour collages and were only too pleased to explain the process to 
visiting prospective parents; I very much hope that the art room will be just one of the exciting places that 
the children can visit with their parents at the Open day on Saturday.  
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

Year 3 

This first full week back in year 3 has been lovely. 
The children have settled back into school life and 
routines and they are eagerly awaiting what we 
have planned for them. In Maths, they have begun 
looking at the topic of division. The children have 
been exploring sharing, as well as moving on to 
look at formal written methods, such as using bus 
stop. In English, children had the opportunity to 
focus on a classic story by Roald Dahl: Fantastic 
Mr. Fox! They were using ICT to record 
themselves whilst getting into character as Mr. Fox 
and retold the story from his perspective. 
Skeletons were explored in Science as children 
discovered that the number of bones present in a 
baby are far greater than that of an adult. In topic, 
year 3 shared what they already knew about 
Ancient Egypt and used texts to explore new facts.   

 

 

Year 4 

The first full week back with many exciting learning 
opportunities. The poetry unit continued in English 
with the study of Kenning poetry, originally created 
by the Anglo Saxons. The children brainstormed 
ideas about an animal’s characteristics and then 
used these to create their poems. This week’s 
Maths completed the work on converting units of 
measure, emphasising how existing knowledge 
and understanding of place value, division and 
multiplication by 10, 100 and 1000 are the skills 
being used. We had a brief revision of formal 
addition and subtraction just to check that the skills 
are retained. In Science, particles were the main 
focus this week with the children learning more 
about how these are structured in solids, liquids 
and gases. The kingdoms during Anglo Saxon 
times were explored in topic and they were 
amazed to see that some location names still exist 
today! 
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

In Maths, year 5 Blue N have been learning about 
angles. They used their reasoning skills to 
estimate angles, playing a fun game on their 
Chromebooks to practise this important skill 
before going on to measure angles properly using 
a protractor.  

This week in French year 5 are reviewing all the 
work they have done about school. They have 
shown fantastic self motivation and have chosen 
the tasks they need to tackle to ensure they have 
really grasped the subject. Year 6 pupils are 
reviewing the work they have done about their 
free time. They too are being self motivated, 
choosing the areas they need to revise in order to 
demonstrate a really good command of this topic. 
Both year 5 and year 6 have started learning 
some wonderful poems for our future French 
Verse Speaking festival at Berkhamsted Prep.  

In History, year 5 have begun the year looking at 
the long term causes of the civil war with 
particular emphasis on the divine right of kings 
and Charles I’s money problems. Some 
interesting debates developed and we were able 
to relate things to  modern day problems. 

Year 6 have been looking at the Treaty of 
Versailles at the end of World War I and how the 
harsh terms contributed to World War II, almost 
twenty years later. 

In Technology, year 6 are well on their way to 
creating their felt fabrics.  They started the 
bonding process by massaging soapy water 
through netting onto their layered fleeces.  After 
this process the children will need to build up 
their arm muscles as the massage process 
becomes more vigorous and the fleecing shrinks 
into felt. 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

 

 
 
Now that exam week has now come to a close, 
Year 7, and many pupils in year 8, can look 
forward to returning to normal lessons. Levels of 
self-motivation have been high and I have been 
impressed with many pupils’ mature attitude and 
focused approach to their studies. 

 

In History, year 7 will start looking at the 
colonisation of Canada by Britain. In Geography, 
pupils will now start a unit on population and 
settlement. Pupils have just started to look at 
where settlements are located. They will then 
move on to considering the different shapes of 
settlements, identifying them from map sources 
and photos, before thinking about what a 
settlement hierarchy is. In PSHE, pupils in the 
Upper School have started a unit looking at drugs 
and alcohol. I’ve observed some really interesting 
discussions and debates across the forms so far. 

 
 

The funds raised by you through the FOEG were put to good use at the end of 
last term, buying two table tennis tables and a chess table for Edge Grove Park. 
They have proved very popular with the children and have been gratefully 
received by pupils, parents and staff. As one parent wrote:   

“Just a quick note to say thank you so much for the chess table for Lower 
School. My son has been playing it every lunch and loves it! It’s also bringing 
him closer to children he has previously not had much interaction with and he 
has been helping to “mentor” some other children who have not played chess 
before. What a fantastic buy!” 
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Runner of the week…. 

LONDON MARATHON 2019 

 

This is the first of a weekly series of marathon training blogs 
from the three Edge Grove staff running the London 
Marathon this year, Miss Bonnick, Mr Eglinton and me. It’s 
Sunday afternoon and I have a feeling that when I get up 
from writing this, I may struggle to walk.  It’s now the end of 
week two of my 17 week training programme, seemingly 
written by Mo Farah which prescribed a 12 mile run today. 
Two weeks ago I had only just finished my Christmas eating 
and exercise regime; lots of one and not so much of the 
other so it has all been a big shock to the system. In the end, 
the bright, sunny and frosty morning spurred me on to run 
just under thirteen miles which took me to South Harrow and 
back. I was asked to include some photos from my run which 
is an altogether far too difficult thing to achieve when I am 
concentrating so hard on putting one foot in front of the other 
and breathing at the same time.  Instead, I took a couple at 
the end and I never tire of the view of the main school house 
from across Edge Grove Park! 

We are all running in aid of very worthwhile charities.  This 
year I have chosen the Hertfordshire Community Foundation, 
one of the school’s charities of the year and one which does 
such fantastic work supporting so many groups and 
individuals across the county.  My target is £1,500 which will 
make such a difference to the charity’s work and thank you in 
advance for your support. 

This week I have to fit in a 7 and 14 mile run plus some 
interval training - wish me luck and if you see me walking 
strangely, you know why! 

Sponsor Mr Evans here:  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BenEvans31  

 

EDGE GROVE FUN RUN - SAVE THE DATE! 
We will be holding a Fun Run on the afternoon of Saturday 23rd March (time tbc) to support our runners 
and raise money to help them reach their fundraising targets. Come along for a non-competitive run 
around the school grounds and to show your support! 

If any parents are running the London Marathon this year please do let us know so we can grow this fan-
tastic community of runners! Email office@edgegrove.com  

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/BenEvans31
mailto:%20office@edgegrove.com
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Mrs Claire Tomsett, Director of Creative Arts 

MEET THE TEAM 

Claire, Edge Grove’s Director of 

Creative Arts, studied at the 

Purcell School of Music where 

her love of the saxophone really 

took off, as well as composing 

and arranging (she is a secret 

violinist). She then went to 

Nottingham University where she 

studied sax with Alistair Parnell. 

Claire played with the National 

Saxophone Choir (NSC) of Great 

Britain for 8 years and was 

Assistant Musical Director for 3 

years. With the NSC, Claire 

played all over the UK as well as 

the Czech Republic, Holland, 

Thailand and Slovenia. Claire 

currently plays alto saxophone 

with Equinox Saxophone 

Ensemble, with whom she has 

played at three World Saxophone 

Congresses and many concerts 

around the country. Locally 

Claire plays baritone sax with the 

St Albans Jazz Ensemble.  

As a keen arranger and 

composer, Claire has music 

published by Saxtet 

Publicationsand Masquerade 

Music. She often composes and 

arranges music for the school 

ensembles. Claire is also a 

member of the Pop Up 

Birmingham Saxophone 

Ensemble and can be seen  

performing numerous pieces 

with them, the NSC and Equinox 

on YouTube. And as if Claire 

isn’t busy enough, she also 

makes another living by being a 

look alike for Ellen MacArthur - 

although she has never been 

sailing!  

 

You can see Claire performing 

live with Alistair Parnell on Friday 

25th of January at 5.30pm at 

Edge Grove in a concert in aid of 

the Rainbow Centre. Tickets are 

£5 for adults (children go free). 

There will be a delicious Sri 

Lankan dinner after the concert 

at 6.30pm. Tickets for the dinner 

are £10 for adults and £5 for chil-

dren. You’re welcome to come to 

either the concert or the dinner 

or both! Tickets available from 

tickets@edgegrove.com  

mailto:tickets@edgegrove.com
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Boarders Evening 

The Boarders had a great evening out at Megga Jump doing back flips, cartwheels and competing 
against each other at dodgeball. After a full hour of jumping around it was then time to jump back into 
the bus and refuel at McDonalds. We ended the night on a high with McFlurry’s for all and a good 
singalong in the bus on the way back to School. 

We hope you see more of you at the next boarding activity night. 

Upcoming Spring Term Boarders Outings/Activity Evenings 

Friday 25th January:          Year 3 to 8 Inflatable Activity Evening in Sports Hall 
Friday 8th February:           Year 5 to 8 Girls Activity Outing (Lush Happy Hour*)  

* A Lush Happy Hour is..... Focus on your favourite section of the shop, be it bath, shower or soap,  explore your favourites 
and discover new ones! we will be making a bath product too!  

These activity evenings are all open to all pupils regardless of whether they have boarded before and 
is a good opportunity for anyone who is interested in boarding to try it out for a night. The activity 
evenings this year have proven to be very popular and we have sold out each event so it is important 
to book early to avoid any disappointment. 

The cost of the activity evening is £35 and if you would like your child to attend please email Mr 
McManus at bmcmanus@edgegrove.com. Numbers are limited so please do book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

Rag-Rug Making 

Andrei learnt the skill of rag-rug 
making during the World War One 
day at Chiltern Open Air Museum 
and shared his knowledge with the 
rest of his family.  Andrei and his 
family created this spectacular rag-
rug over the Christmas holiday and 
we are proudly displaying it in the 
front entrance of school. Well done 
Andrei and family! 

 

IN OTHER NEWS... 

mailto:bmcmanus@edgegrove.com
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Flourish Parent Workshop 

Pathways to independence 
Friday 8th February 2019, 0845 – 1100 

£25 per person 

Being able to think, act and learn independently are three of the most important 

skills children can learn. 

Establishing habits that once imbedded help them to respond to life proactively and 

positively assists the development of young people who are able to take 

responsibility for their thoughts, feelings and actions.    Encouraging them to be 

independent physically and emotionally builds confidence, resilience, self-esteem 

and the ability to form collaborative relationships. 

Achieving independence needs to be managed, growing by degrees and this 

workshop offers the opportunity to explore topics that will assist you to support your 

child’s pathway to independence: 

 Executive function, the mental skills that help get things done 
 Influences on the developing mind 
 Perspective 
 Beliefs: ages and stages 
 Language of independence 
 Emotional independence 
 
For further information and to book your place please contact Sally Sharp, Head of 

Wellbeing:  ssharp@edgegrove.com 

The Wheels on Debussy 

On Friday we were visited by Matthew Sharp from The Wheels on Debussy to perform two shows 
– Hansel and Gretal to years 1 and 2 and Tommy Foggo to years 3 and 4. Matthew combines 
story telling with action, audience participation and music to tell his stories. Year 1 and 2 were 
able to compose their own song all about being in the scary wood and 
wanting to go home, which was then used during the telling of Hansel 
and Gretal. Matthew uses his cello to accompany the action and songs 
during the show as well as some clever technology to loop and record 
sections. Both shows were loved by the pupils.  
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 11th-17th January  

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click for Match Reports Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

Spotted...Early morning netball training in the Sports Hall. This is how we go from ‘excellent to 

exceptional’. Well done girls! 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-spring-term-week-2
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable

