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Dear Parents 

“Alone we can do so 
little, together we can 
do so much” and this 
is surely the key to the 
school’s continued 
success - the strength 
and positivity of our 
community.  Together, 
and working in unison, 
our community can do 
so much for our 
common goal and 
purpose - the 
academic, pastoral 
and social 
development and 
growth of your 
children.  I am, of 
course, on this occasion referring to Saturday’s Summer 
Fete which was, yet again, a fantastic community event. 
Every aspect of the day was a combined effort from 
pupils, parents and staff which ensured its success. 

Firstly, I would like to pay tribute to the tremendous work 
of the Friends of Edge Grove (FoEG).  The Committee 
give so much of their time to school events which are 
instrumental in bringing the whole school community 
together, as well as providing a great deal of fun and 
fellowship. I am extremely grateful for everything they 
do. The FoEG events also raise money for the school 
which we use for additional resources and special 
projects. Most recently, a number of all-weather tables, 
benches and table-tennis tables have been provided in 
Edge Grove Park and the Pre Prep, all much-used and 
admired by the children. Over the summer holidays and 
in time for September, a new pupil Wellbeing Centre will 
be established and funds for this will be provided by the 
FoEG.  

Secondly, it is thanks to our committed and much-valued 
parents that Saturday’s event was so well supported and 
vibrant. Donations from Friday’s non-uniform day were 
quite unprecedented and we were overwhelmed by 
everyone’s generosity. Attendance too was the highest 
we have ever had which meant ‘the Martins’ had to work 
extra hard trying to fit the cars onto the Paddock.  So 
many parents also volunteered to help on the day either 
with set up, manning stalls or clearing away at the end; 
Alex and I are extremely grateful to have such a 
supportive parental body. 

Finally, as ever, our pupils and staff rose to the occasion 
with their fantastic House stalls and activities. Aside from 
raising money for our school charities, they provided 
huge fun and excitement throughout the day and are an 
invaluable part of the event.  Spare a thought for the 
teachers getting soaked with wet sponges as well as 
those who were soaked during the particularly heavy 
rain storm when we were clearing all the tables away!  

    EDGE NEWS 
Monday 17th June 2019 

CALENDAR  

For fixture information see the Information Letter 

Tuesday 18th June 
Year 4 Junk Orchestra, Theatre 
Year 1 visit to Paradise Wildlife Park 
Berkhamsted School Outdoor Education Department 
talk to current Year 6 & 7 parents, 5.30pm 
Governing Body Finance Committee, 5.00pm 

Wednesday 19th June  
Haileybury Boys’ U11A Cricket Festival 
Boys’ Cricket v Aldwickbury 
Girls’ Cricket v Belmont 
Girls’ Cricket v Kingshott 
Pre Prep Information Evening for New Parents, 6.30pm-
8.00pm 

Thursday 20th June 
Girls’ Cricket v Kingshott 
Upper School Drama Showcase 

Friday 21st June 
Year 8 Monopoly Trip 
1 Maple Form assembly, Pre Prep Hall, 8.45am 
Swimming Gala v Westbrook Hay, Years 3 to 7  
Exeat begins, 6.00pm 
School closed 

Saturday 22nd June 
Exeat 
Year 8 formal dinner, Library and lawn, 6.45pm-8.15pm 

Sunday 23rd June 
Exeat 
Boarders return from 6.00pm 

Monday 24th June 
Expedition Week 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 

I must also pay tribute to our Jazz and Samba Bands 
who opened the proceedings with their customary verve 
and enthusiasm.  All in all, a true community event in 
every sense of the word.  

I would also like to congratulate our Common Entrance 
candidates who all passed with flying colours and have 
gained entry to their Public Schools – well done to them 
all.  Further congratulations are due to Daniel, Emilio, 
Josh and Kene who travelled to Sheffield on Saturday to 
compete in the ESSA National Finals.  They all 
performed superbly finishing 4th in the freestyle relay 
and 8th in the medley relay…in the country!  

The continuing and impressive achievements of Edge 
Grove children never ceases to amaze me. 

Best wishes 

Ben Evans 

Summer Term - Week 8 
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Saturday 15th June 

SUMMER FETE 
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

Research shows that we are not born with empathy, it is skill which we have to learn. This week we had a 
school wide focus on promoting empathy and wrote our own empathy resolutions. We also wore empathy 
glasses which can be used whenever we need a gentle reminder to see something from another person’s 
point of view. As our thoughts turn to transition, we have been very happy to welcome pupils and staff from 
other areas of school in to our lessons. Year 8 joined in with a maths Kahoot! quiz and year 4 also joined in 
to assist with some problem solving. However, we still have a few more weeks of the summer term to 
enjoy and the learning and fun continues in earnest, including a competition to build dens for pirates 
stranded on a desert island and a cannon ball toss.  
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

Year 3  

The second Edge Grove Year 3 Maths Challenge 
took place this week and was attended by five 
other schools with teams of six children. The 
winners were those who love maths because they 
had such a great time! This year the challenges 
had a logic puzzle round, a general maths round 
using the ever popular Kahoot, and “Make 24” 
which tests number skills. It proved to be an 
overwhelming success; one visiting teacher said 
that her children “couldn’t wait to come, they had 
wanted the date bringing forward” - what a 
testament to modern education methods. 

The children also learnt about safety on the beach 
with a talk from RNLI.  This is an opportune time of 
year to have this with the summer holiday fast 
looming.  

The Summer Fete was well attended and many 
children took part in either running stalls or having 
a go on them! There was an excellent initiative, 
with some children even running their own stall to 
raise money for charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been celebrating Empathy Week at 
school and a special mention needs to go to Noah 
who gave up his time (and the school fair!) to 
attend a senior citizen tea for Bushey. He was one 
of a few Cubs who helped serve the cakes and 
sandwiches, played his musical instrument and 
joined in with the 
Bingo and Quiz. Noah 
was the only person 
there who knew that a 
starfish has its eyes 
on its arms! The 
senior citizens were 
all delighted to 
interact with the 
young people from 
their community and 
extremely impressed 
with their manners 
and caring attitude. Well done, Noah! 

 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have mastered the art of constructing their 
own bar charts and histograms, and this week 
devised their own survey of Year 2 children. The 
surveys asked 
about shoe 
size, height, 
favourite 
football teams, 
food etc. It 
was a delight 
to see the 
smiles on 
children’s 
faces as they 
questioned 
Year 2. Back 
in Year 4, and armed with data, they reflected on 
some of their successes and some things that they 
would do differently next time. Charts were drawn 
and questions about the data asked and answered. 
This independent task was fun and much was 
learnt through the experience which needed very 
little adult intervention.  

On the next photo, a very exciting experiment is 
taking place - this shows how all sound is made by 
vibrations - and in this case a very loud one! Can 
you spot the polystyrene balls jumping off the 
drum? The tuning fork in water was another 
experiment that proved beyond doubt that 
vibrations cause sound. 
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

This week in the Middle School English 
department has been very special, with two 
lessons this week being taught to Year 4 pupils 
instead of Year 5! This is all part of their transition 
preparation to experience what the English 
lessons will be like next year. We have had lots of 
fun writing poetry about dragons, using colourful 
images and exciting props to help think of 
powerful language, including lots of similes and 
metaphors. 

Year 5 have, on the other had, had fun revisiting 
their old teachers in Year 4 - continuing with their 
unit on The Highwayman, exploring imagery and 
using drama to help develop empathy with the 
characters in the poem, in preparation for first 
person narrative writing with their  normal 
teachers later in the week. 

In Year 6 the children have continued their study 
of the poem “If” by Rudyard Kipling, researching 
what a “Precis” is and then writing their own ones 
on “If”. We have also had some presentations of 
the children reading out parts of the poem and 
some interviews where the children have been 
asking what “If” means to them and which part 
resonates the most.   

In Science, Year 5  have been exploring how 
their bodies maintain the body temperature of 
37oC.  They have explored the effects of heat 
stroke and hypothermia and made videos 
explaining these conditions. Year 6 have 
continued to investigate digestion and explored 
how the nutrients are absorbed.  In Science Club 
the Year 6 pupils teamed up with Lower School 
pupils and acted as mentors to help them design 
a bat that will float and hold the most amount of 
mass.  

In Geography this week, the Year 5 pupils 
completed their learning about the formation of 
the coastal features of a longshore drift, a spit, an 
estuary and salt marshes. They have now begun 
a project using any application or programme on 
their Chromebooks to show and explain the 
processes of bays, headlands and eventually 
stumps through hydraulic action.  

In History, Year 5 have been working on their 
explorer projects with this week’s focus being 
Vasco da Gama. They have created a slideshow 
and learned much including that there is a 
Brazilian football team called Vasco da Gama 
and a crater on the moon!  Year 6 meanwhile 
have continued their study of the Battle of Britain 
and how without the help of other nations, we 
may not have won. 

 

In Drama, both Year 5 and 6 have been finalising 
their various scripts and have started to rehearse 
in readiness to show their short performances 
next week. Year 5 have been practising their 
Just So stories and I have been very impressed 
with the plays that they have scripted 
themselves. Year 6 have been looking at news 
stories and there is a mixture of some comical 
stories as well as some true newsworthy stories. 

This week in PE we have had a range of lessons 
due to the rain! On Tuesday Year 5 managed to 
swim and work on their front crawl technique. On 
Thursday Year 6 focused on their shot put and 
Year 5 on their relays. 

In Computing, Year 5 have been learning how to 
use the ‘backpack’ function in Scratch in order to 
move sections of programming code from one 
project to the other.  Year 6 are nearing 
completion of their computer games making 
project, and will be making promotional materials 
for their games next week. 

In Classics, we have come to the end of our 
project on the 12 Labours of Heracles, and this 
week have been finishing off our own 12 tasks, 
and carefully reading the stories associated with 
each of the labours, in preparation for a pop quiz 
using Kahoot to see what we have learnt!  
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

Independent Thinking 

Congratulations to our Year 8 pupils who delivered their research papers at the second Edge Grove 
Baccalaureate Conference last week. On the theme of My Environment, the pupils selected a topic of their 
choice, and have been working in groups for several weeks in their English lessons on writing their final 
papers. Titles at this year’s conference were wide-ranging and addressed a number of topical issues 
including the effects of violent video games, social media and suicide, pollution levels and knife crime. We 
were very proud of the pupils, and how well they communicated their findings, responded to questions 
from the audience, and engaged with their peers’ presentations. 

Year 7 also took to the stage last week, presenting what they have learned in their first year of the Edge 
Grove Baccalaureate. In small groups, the pupils made presentations to parents on various modules: 
outdoor education, life skills, enrichment, critical thinking and charity & service. I was so impressed with 
their enthusiasm, maturity and excellent communication skills. They were so good, we are hoping Year 7 
can repeat their presentations to a Middle School audience soon! 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 7th to the 13th June 

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click for match reports Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

NETBALL 
Congratulations to Daisy for being successful in the selection for the U13 
county netball squad!! This is a fantastic achievement as Daisy is only in 
Year 6 and will have two years representing Hertfordshire in this age group!!  
Daisy currently plays for Turnford, which is a highly competitive netball 
club.  The trial was made up of 250 girls recommended by their clubs and 
schools across Hertfordshire. The trial consisted of contested match play all 
morning and then skills in the afternoon.  Daisy was competing with year 6 
and 7 for the U13 squad. Only 21 girls have been selected to represent 
Hertfordshire at U13 level, which makes Daisy’s success even more 
impressive! They will train twice a week and will compete against other 
county squads through the year.  
Well done Daisy, we are very proud of your achievement and are lucky to 
have you playing for Edge Grove! We wish you all the best next season! 

SWIMMING   
What a day we had at the English Schools Swimming 
Association Team Championships in Sheffield on Saturday! 
After the warm up we had a parade and a stadium full of 
people singing the national anthem, then we got in to the 
races. 
We battled through the heats with some fantastic swimming, 
and made it to the finals in both events. Medley was up first, 
and we were in a difficult final race but managed to secure a 
solid 8th place finish, meaning that out of all the schools in 
England, Edge Grove is 8th in the medley relay!  
Then came the freestyle...Such a close final, so so close. 
Daniel got us a solid lead first and switched over to Josh. Josh 
kept pace and then Emilio was next and stayed on the man in 
front. Finally it was Kene’s turn and it was neck and neck 
between 3rd, 4th and 5th place. Edge Grove came in to finish 
in 4th place! Fourth in the entire country for freestyle, and only missed out on the podium finish and 
medals by 0.63 of a second! So close and nail biting! 
4th and 8th in the country is a huge achievement, and the boys should be extremely proud of what 
they have done. Well done boys!  Report by Mr Crowther 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-summer-term-week-7
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable
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Recycling – you can recycle 

the following with us 

NEW!!!...Confectionary Wrappers 

Please tell friends and family that we are now 

accepting confectionary wrappers for recycling.  

As above, if you have lots please box them up 

and bring them to the office. For smaller 

numbers please put them in the marked boxes 

in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the Pre 

Prep foyer. 

Pet Food Plastic Pouches and Flexible 

Plastic Bags 

TerraCycle®, Whiskas® and James 

Wellbeloved® have partnered to create a free 

recycling programme for all pet food plastic 

pouches & flexible plastic bags. Bring them into 

the school and we will ensure they’re recycled 

through this scheme. 

Crisp, Popcorn and Pretzel packets 

(Recycling in partnership with KP Snacks®) 

TerraCycle® and KP Snacks® have partnered 

to create a free recycling programme for 

popcorn, crisps and pretzels packets. PLEASE 

DO NOT BRING IN ANY NUT PACKETS! 

Please tell friends and family and keep those 

crisp packets coming. If you have lots please 

box them up and bring them to the office. For 

smaller numbers please put them in the marked 

boxes in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the 

Pre Prep foyer. 

The Colgate® Oral Care Recycling 

Programme 

We are also collecting toothpaste tubes, caps, 

toothbrushes and packaging . It includes non-

Colgate products but only oral care (no hand 

cream, conditioner tubes etc.). 

The Spontex® Disposable Gloves Recycling 

Scheme 

TerraCycle® and Spontex® have partnered to 

create a free recycling scheme to make your 

disposable gloves recyclable nationwide. We 

will collect and recycle all disposable glove son 

your behalf so bring them in! 

 

TerraCycle® and Garnier® are excited to 

launch this amazing contest for all Primary 

Schools based in the UK. 

 

Win a recycled playground makeover worth 

£10,000! Participating is easy! The school 

that sends in the most accepted waste between 

the 25th March 2019 and the 5th July 2019 will 

receive a recycled playground makeover worth 

£10,000, on top of points earned by the shipment 

weight. 

 

Accepted waste includes roll-on deodorants, 

packs of face wipes, pumps and sprays, plastic 

pots and flexible plastic – all from beauty products 

only. To see what waste is and is not accepted 

visit: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/

download_resources/uk/downloads/961/

personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-

uk_%281%29.pdf 

Photo by Gem & Lauris RK on Unsplash  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://unsplash.com/photos/D0xQQsZovws?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/planet-earth?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Squash and Archery Autumn Term Time Activities and August Holiday Courses 

Squash and archery holiday sessions take place on August 7th, 8th, 9th as well as August 21st, 22nd and 
23rd and all ages and standards are welcome. The squash is at Radlett Tennis & Squash Club and the 
archery here at Edge Grove. Further details are below: 

SQUASH CAMP 

Dates : 

Week 1: Wed 7th, Thurs 8th, Fri 9th August 

Week 2: Wed 21st, Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd August 

Times : 2-3pm (beginners/improvers) and 3-4.30pm (middles/seniors) 

Organiser : Julian Craxton (England Squash Level 2 and Herts county coach) + other coaches including 
current world ranked number 132 professional Ondrej Uherka 

Venue: Radlett Squash Club, 425 Watling Street, Radlett WD7 7JG 

Cost :£10 per session (or included in the Radlett multi-sport price if booked in at Radlett 930-3pm on Aug 
21/22/23 …details of the tennis and multi-sport courses are on the RLTSC website) 

These sessions will include coaching, games and competitions (with prizes). Juniors should wear games 
kit and bring a clean pair of non-marking court shoes. Refreshments, rackets and safety glasses will be 
provided. All standards and ages welcome!! If you know anyone who would like to try squash, please bring 
them along!! 

ARCHERY MORNINGS 

Dates : 

Week 1: Wed 7th, Thurs 8th, Fri 9th August 

Week 2: Wed 21st, Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd August 

Times : 1030-1200 (please arrive at 1015am) 

Venue : Edge Grove School, Aldenham Village, WD25 8NL 

Tutor : Julian Craxton (Archery GB Club Coach) 

Cost : £10 per session 

These outdoor sessions will cover all aspects of the sport with 
plenty of competitions and prizes. All standards and ages 
welcome with all equipment provided. Newcomers to archery 
also welcome!! Spaces are limited so an early booking (by 
phone or text) is recommended. 

Please contact Julian Craxton on 07711 748557 or email 
jcraxton@hotmail.com to book places or if you require further 
details.  

 

 

Mr Craxton 

SQUASH AND ARCHERY COURSES 
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ww.foeg.co.uk/directory-contact  

www.foeg.co.uk/latest-news/directory-update1 

http://www.foeg.co.uk/directory-contact
http://www.foeg.co.uk/latest-news/directory-update1
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Email laxcamp@downehouse.net 

for a registration form 
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The Spire Bushey 10k, 5k & Junior Races 

14th July 2019 
 

Time to get the younger generation fired up and ready to run! 

 

The Spire Bushey Junior Races will be held on 14
th
 July at Queen’s 

School, Bushey.  This event is a great opportunity to get local 
schoolchildren to run together and have fun – we regularly have 
over 250 children from many schools around the area running on the day. 

We would love to inspire youngsters to get involved by asking as many schools as possible to 
encourage their children to join in the fun. 

Held on the same day as the Spire Bushey 5k & 10k, the Junior Races are held at 12pm, after 
the adult’s race, giving parents the opportunity to watch their children run.  

The overall atmosphere is fantastic and the Junior Races create by far the most excitement of 
the day!  

We cater for all ages and offer different distances, suitable for each age group.  The age 
categories are: 

 School Year 2 and under  

 School Years 3 & 4  

 School Years 5 & 6  

 School Years 7 & 8  

 School Years 9 & 10  

The races will be chip-timed, with all finishers receiving a bespoke medal. The first boy and girl 
in each category will also receive a prize.  There are other team prizes on offer, with the school 
fielding the most children prize always being the most hotly contested! 

Click here to sign up! 

 

https://www.purplepatchrunning.com/race-course-map/spire-bushey-junior-races-14-07-2019-11-00
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