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Dear Parents 

The morning of Expedition Week for the Prep 
School always arrives amid much excitement and 
furious packing of kit bags.  The Evans household 
has been no exception this year, with Edward off to 
camp at Cuffley Woods with year 3 and Alex is 
spending the week in Cornwall with year 6. The 
school is eerily quiet, although for year 2 it is their 
opportunity to be the oldest in the school and the 
Pre Prep pupils do enjoy making the most of having 
the whole site to themselves!   

Expedition Week always comes top in any pupil 
poll for their favourite event or activity during the 
year.  For them it is a time of adventure and 
exploration, a time to spend with friends away from 
home in new and exciting places. For some 
parents, of course, it can be a little more unsettling 
and for others, the perfect opportunity for a child-
free few days away in term time.  For us, the raison 
d’etre of Expedition Week is to provide pupils with 
further opportunities for self-development, to 
become more independent, more resilient, more 
confident and to challenge themselves in activities 
and situations beyond those they normally 
experience.  It is far more than just a holiday or a 
week away from school but hopefully a fantastic 
learning experience and one during which 
memories will be made which last a lifetime as well 
as the perfect way to celebrate a year full of hard 
work and achievement. Whether wild camping in 
Dorset, exploring the markets and attractions of 
Northern France, visiting the Tate Gallery in St. 
Ives or body boarding in the bracing waters of 
North Devon, your children will return home on 
Friday happily exhausted with bags of dirty washing  

    EDGE NEWS 
Monday 24th June 2019 

CALENDAR  

For fixture information see the Information Letter 

Tuesday 25th June 
Expedition Week 

Wednesday 26th June  
Expedition Week 

Thursday 27th June 
Expedition Week 
Year 2 Performance, Theatre, 2.00pm-3.00pm 

Friday 28th June 
Pre Prep Sports Day, including Pre-School, 10.00am-
12.00pm, followed by family picnics 
No afternoon school for Pre-School, Reception & Year 1 
Year 2 Afternoon of Fun, 1.30pm-4.30pm 

Saturday 29th June 

Sunday 30th June 
Alumni v Staff Cricket match with afternoon tea and 
archive exhibition, 2.00pm-6.00pm 

Monday 1st July 
Revised after-school activities programme for yrs 3 to 8 
Pre Prep activities as normal 
IAPS National Athletics Finals 
Year 4 to 5 Parents’ Transition meeting, Theatre, 
4.15pm-5.00pm 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 

and fascinating stories which should last all 
weekend.  

Meanwhile, back at school I know that Pre Prep 
pupils will be busily practising for the year 2 
production on Thursday afternoon and their Sports 
Day on Friday. I hope to see lots of you at both of 
these extremely enjoyable occasions and the 
weather certainly looks promising for the family 
picnics after the sports.   

Can I also take this opportunity to remind everyone 
that term officially finishes after your respective 
Speech Day event on Saturday 6th July.  All pupils 
are required to attend in their formal uniform and 
parents are invited to view the whole school Art 
Exhibition in the Theatre and picnic in the schools 
grounds.  

Best wishes 

Ben Evans 

Summer Term - Week 9 



2 

Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

 

Year 1 had a wonderful time on safari at the Paradise Wildlife Park. Workshops focused on different 
habitats around the world, how animals adapt and evolve to life in these habitats and the impact that 
humans have on the environment. Our school Rainforests topic has also touched on these issues and it 
was a good opportunity for the children to speak to people working in the field of animal conservation to 
understand the real life effect of issues such as deforestation. Back at school, Reception went on a 3D 
shape hunt and discovered that cylinders were the most common shape on our site – there are certainly 
lots of tree trunks to be found (lucky us!).  Pre-School were also working in 3D, making wonderful paper 
sculptures including turtles, which required lots of problem solving and creativity to make the dome shape 
of the shell just right. Year 2 took some time out of their busy rehearsal schedule to create some beautiful 
sketches inspired by the rose garden.    
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

 

Year 3  

An eventful week with a bout of mixed weather but 
that didn't stop year 3 from fully engaging in 
another action packed week of fun learning. In 
English children gathered all the skills that they had 
learnt over the last few weeks in a final attempt to 
write a persuasive letter to the Prime Minister 
about the importance of the RNLI (ask the children 
what this stands for). Maths was very popular as 
children looked into real life examples of handling 
money and working out change. They were also 
visited by a special company which gave a taster 
for magical maths (ask your children about it). 
Topic continued to explore the Mayan civilisation 
and the importance of masks in the culture; what 
they symbolise and why specifically they were 
worn. In science, year 3 incorporated internet 
research skills to find out about the 7 key animal 
classifications - beautiful posters were designed to 
show features of each group and have formed part 
of a factual classroom display. The children are 
very much looking forward to Expedition Week and 
it has been a popular topic for discussion during 
form times. 

 

Year 4 

The main event in year 4 this week most definitely 
happened on Tuesday when Mr Junkman 
presented the Junk Orchestra workshop. The 
children were very enthusiastic during his 
demonstrations, whilst creating and performing 
with their own musical instruments out of the 
materials that they had brought in and finally when 
performing with Mr Junkman at the end of the day. 
The workshops complimented our science and 
topic learning this half term, the children could 
appreciate what affected the pitch and amplitude of 
their sounds. In English we read and analysed 
extracts from the Butterfly Lion and introduced The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe which is a text 
that the Year 5 teachers would like the children to 
read during the holidays. To that end we have 
placed a link on Firefly to an audio version of the 
story in the year 4 English section.  

 

 

 

 

 



4 

Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

 

In French, year 5 have been learning to talk 
about places in town and where we go during the 
weekend. We have used interactive games and 
role-plays to consolidate the new vocabulary and 
we have mastered the conjugation of the verb 
‘aller’ in the present tense! In year 6 we have 
enjoyed talking about meals and we have learnt 
new vocabulary linked to food. It has been very 
interesting finding out about the variety of crêpes 
that French people eat as a snack!  

In RS the year 5 pupils have enjoyed sharing 
their presentations on the ‘Big Philosophy’ 
questions we started investigating last week. 
These have ranged from ‘What is the meaning of 
life’ to ‘Should governments penalise people for 
unhealthy lifestyles?’ The quality of the 
presentations were truly outstanding as the 
children presented their ideas with pride and 
confidence for discussion with the rest of the 
class. In year 6, the children continued their 
exploration of Buddhism. They researched the 
Buddhist symbols and their meanings, resulting in 
some wonderful collages in Google drawings.  

In music, the middle school pupils have been 
working well this week taking their knowledge of 
both African Drumming and Samba and using 
this to compose their own pieces of music in the 
styles we have been looking at. All classes have 
shown amazing creativity in their compositions 
and composed some excellent pieces of work. 
The year 5 group that composed their own 
Gumboot dancing was a particular highlight of 
mine and they enjoyed themselves immensely.   

In art the year 5s are finishing their Aboriginal 
artworks. The children have worked very hard on 
these, keeping their paintings as authentic 
looking as possible. Year 6 are finishing their 
Futurism artworks. They have been thinking 
carefully about colour theory and choosing colour 
schemes that accentuate the movements of the 
human forms within them. 

In technology, year 5 have been dying their t-
shirts using their knowledge of Shibori, the 
ancient Japanese art of tie-dye. Year 6 have 
done a fantastic job with their slippers! 

In history, year 5 have been working on their 
explorers again this week, with a particular focus 
on Ferdinand Magellan and his circumnavigation 
of the world. Scurvy got them particularly excited 
as they had just looked at what caused it in 
science. The fact that the sailors had to eat rats  

 

 

 

and sawdust also brought home the hardships of 
such a voyage! 

Year 6 meanwhile completed their Battle of 
Britain work and moved on to Hitler’s invasion of 
Russia and the consequences of that attack for 
both nations. 

6M lunch with the Headmaster 
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Last weekend, Year 6 had a fantastic ‘End of Year 6’ party to celebrate their time together.  It was 
organised by a group of parents and they have very kindly donated the profits from the party to the 
Friends of Edge Grove.  Thank you!  It looks like they all had a great time!... 

 

END OF YEAR 6 PARTY 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

Independent Thinking 

What a week it has been for year 8! The Baccalaureate challenge commenced with two days of team 
building and problem solving activities at Phasel’s Wood. Pupils were able to take more than a risk or two 
when it came to underground tunneling, abseiling and pedal racing! 

The Upper School showcase was a tremendous success, and my thanks to Mrs Chenovitch for her superb 
direction of two excellent, yet very different, stage pieces. The first, a powerful performance of The 
Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty, explored themes of peer pressure and social responsibility, themes 
relevant to all young people. The showcase ended on a much lighter and more entertaining note with 
some hilarious sketches from the Upper School elective and rotation drama groups! 

The pupils have also enjoyed an informative workshop on film studies delivered by Dr Andrew Atherton, 
English teacher and Head of Oxbridge and the Elective Programme at Downe House. Comparing film to 
literature, it was a fascinating insight into some of the ways techniques in film can be analysed. 

The week did of course end with a brilliant Monopoly trip around London. In a wild dash to visit as many of 
the board games’s iconic landmarks, the children worked creatively in their teams. I don’t think I have ever 
witnessed such competitive spirit and zeal! 

Finally, it was a pleasure to be among the pupils' company at the year 8 Leavers’ Formal Dinner on 
Saturday evening. The children looked wonderful in their formal attire, and what a beautiful sunny evening 
it was. Best of luck to the year group as they embark upon their wild camping adventure next week! 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 

With the fast approaching “Back to School” period nearly upon us, 
here is some important information on how to book an 
appointment with Stevensons as well as the summer opening 
hours of the St Albans branch: 

St. Albans Branch 

Monday 24th June-Sunday 11th August 

Monday-Friday: 9.00am-8.00pm (5.30pm-8pm appointments only.  

Morning appointments are also  

available); Saturdays: 9.00am-5.30pm; Sundays: CLOSED 

Monday 12th August-Saturday 7th September 

Monday-Friday: 9.00am-7.00pm; Saturdays: 9.00am-5.30pm; 
Sundays CLOSED excluding (25th August & 1st 
September): 10.00am-4.00pm; Bank Holiday Monday (26th 
August): 10.00am-4.00pm 

For more information, including customer service information, 
please go to: www.stevensons.co.uk/our-branches 

Photo by Ilnur Kalim-

Will you be having an HISTORICAL summer? If so, I would like to create a photo board of where you 
visited with a caption of what you did or learned. Photos can be emailed at any time or brought in at the 
beginning of term. I look forward to the results! 

E-mail to: pwickens@edgegrove.com 

Mr Wickens 

SUMMER PHOTO CHALLENGE 

Photo by cyril mazarin on Unsplash  Photo by Evan Wise on Unsplash  

http://www.stevensons.co.uk/our-branches
https://unsplash.com/@kalimullin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
mailto:pwickens@edgegrove.com
https://unsplash.com/@cyril_m?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/arc-de-triomphe?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@evanthewise?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/greece-ruins?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 14th to the 20th June 

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click for match reports Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-summer-term-week-8
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable
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Recycling – you can recycle 

the following with us 

NEW!!!...Confectionary Wrappers 

Please tell friends and family that we are now 

accepting confectionary wrappers for recycling.  

As above, if you have lots please box them up 

and bring them to the office. For smaller 

numbers please put them in the marked boxes 

in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the Pre 

Prep foyer. 

Pet Food Plastic Pouches and Flexible 

Plastic Bags 

TerraCycle®, Whiskas® and James 

Wellbeloved® have partnered to create a free 

recycling programme for all pet food plastic 

pouches & flexible plastic bags. Bring them into 

the school and we will ensure they’re recycled 

through this scheme. 

Crisp, Popcorn and Pretzel packets 

(Recycling in partnership with KP Snacks®) 

TerraCycle® and KP Snacks® have partnered 

to create a free recycling programme for 

popcorn, crisps and pretzels packets. PLEASE 

DO NOT BRING IN ANY NUT PACKETS! 

Please tell friends and family and keep those 

crisp packets coming. If you have lots please 

box them up and bring them to the office. For 

smaller numbers please put them in the marked 

boxes in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the 

Pre Prep foyer. 

The Colgate® Oral Care Recycling 

Programme 

We are also collecting toothpaste tubes, caps, 

toothbrushes and packaging . It includes non-

Colgate products but only oral care (no hand 

cream, conditioner tubes etc.). 

The Spontex® Disposable Gloves Recycling 

Scheme 

TerraCycle® and Spontex® have partnered to 

create a free recycling scheme to make your 

disposable gloves recyclable nationwide. We 

will collect and recycle all disposable glove son 

your behalf so bring them in! 

 

TerraCycle® and Garnier® are excited to 

launch this amazing contest for all Primary 

Schools based in the UK. 

 

Win a recycled playground makeover worth 

£10,000! Participating is easy! The school 

that sends in the most accepted waste between 

the 25th March 2019 and the 5th July 2019 will 

receive a recycled playground makeover worth 

£10,000, on top of points earned by the shipment 

weight. 

 

Accepted waste includes roll-on deodorants, 

packs of face wipes, pumps and sprays, plastic 

pots and flexible plastic – all from beauty products 

only. To see what waste is and is not accepted 

visit: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/

download_resources/uk/downloads/961/

personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-

uk_%281%29.pdf 

Photo by Gem & Lauris RK on Unsplash  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tc-global-prod/download_resources/uk/downloads/961/personal_care_and_beauty_accepted_waste-v4-uk_(1).pdf
https://unsplash.com/photos/D0xQQsZovws?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/planet-earth?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Squash and Archery Autumn Term Time Activities and August Holiday Courses 

Squash and archery holiday sessions take place on August 7th, 8th, 9th as well as August 21st, 22nd and 
23rd and all ages and standards are welcome. The squash is at Radlett Tennis & Squash Club and the 
archery here at Edge Grove. Further details are below: 

SQUASH CAMP 

Dates : 

Week 1: Wed 7th, Thurs 8th, Fri 9th August 

Week 2: Wed 21st, Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd August 

Times : 2-3pm (beginners/improvers) and 3-4.30pm (middles/seniors) 

Organiser : Julian Craxton (England Squash Level 2 and Herts county coach) + other coaches including 
current world ranked number 132 professional Ondrej Uherka 

Venue: Radlett Squash Club, 425 Watling Street, Radlett WD7 7JG 

Cost :£10 per session (or included in the Radlett multi-sport price if booked in at Radlett 930-3pm on Aug 
21/22/23 …details of the tennis and multi-sport courses are on the RLTSC website) 

These sessions will include coaching, games and competitions (with prizes). Juniors should wear games 
kit and bring a clean pair of non-marking court shoes. Refreshments, rackets and safety glasses will be 
provided. All standards and ages welcome!! If you know anyone who would like to try squash, please bring 
them along!! 

ARCHERY MORNINGS 

Dates : 

Week 1: Wed 7th, Thurs 8th, Fri 9th August 

Week 2: Wed 21st, Thurs 22nd, Fri 23rd August 

Times : 1030-1200 (please arrive at 1015am) 

Venue : Edge Grove School, Aldenham Village, WD25 8NL 

Tutor : Julian Craxton (Archery GB Club Coach) 

Cost : £10 per session 

These outdoor sessions will cover all aspects of the sport with 
plenty of competitions and prizes. All standards and ages 
welcome with all equipment provided. Newcomers to archery 
also welcome!! Spaces are limited so an early booking (by 
phone or text) is recommended. 

Please contact Julian Craxton on 07711 748557 or email 
jcraxton@hotmail.com to book places or if you require further 
details.  

 

 

Mr Craxton 

SQUASH AND ARCHERY COURSES 
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ww.foeg.co.uk/directory-contact  

www.foeg.co.uk/latest-news/directory-update1 

http://www.foeg.co.uk/directory-contact
http://www.foeg.co.uk/latest-news/directory-update1
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Visit www.rltsc.com for more info and to book 

Visit www.how2boilwater.com for more info 

http://www.rltsc.com
http://www.how2boilwater.com
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Email laxcamp@downehouse.net 

for a registration form 
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The Spire Bushey 10k, 5k & Junior Races 

14th July 2019 
 

Time to get the younger generation fired up and ready to run! 

 

The Spire Bushey Junior Races will be held on 14
th
 July at Queen’s 

School, Bushey.  This event is a great opportunity to get local 
schoolchildren to run together and have fun – we regularly have 
over 250 children from many schools around the area running on the day. 

We would love to inspire youngsters to get involved by asking as many schools as possible to 
encourage their children to join in the fun. 

Held on the same day as the Spire Bushey 5k & 10k, the Junior Races are held at 12pm, after 
the adult’s race, giving parents the opportunity to watch their children run.  

The overall atmosphere is fantastic and the Junior Races create by far the most excitement of 
the day!  

We cater for all ages and offer different distances, suitable for each age group.  The age 
categories are: 

 School Year 2 and under  

 School Years 3 & 4  

 School Years 5 & 6  

 School Years 7 & 8  

 School Years 9 & 10  

The races will be chip-timed, with all finishers receiving a bespoke medal. The first boy and girl 
in each category will also receive a prize.  There are other team prizes on offer, with the school 
fielding the most children prize always being the most hotly contested! 

Click here to sign up! 

 

https://www.purplepatchrunning.com/race-course-map/spire-bushey-junior-races-14-07-2019-11-00
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