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Dear Parents 

I hope you have all had a relaxing and restful half term 
and are ready for the last five weeks of the school year.  
Just one quick glance through the school calendar is 
enough to highlight what a busy, enjoyable and exciting 
half term we have in store. Whenever I ask pupils about 
their favourite event of the year, Expedition Week 
inevitably comes top but not far behind are the Summer 
Fete, sports days, swimming galas and barbeque 
lunches on the front lawn. I am quietly confident none of 
our children will be disappointed with the line up! 

It is the time of year, culminating in Speech Day on the 
last day of term, which really brings the school 
community together in so many brilliant events. Much 
credit must go to our hardworking Friends of Edge 
Grove (FoEG) Committee who provide great fellowship 
as well as additional funds for school projects and 
resources. I hope you will be able to support this year’s 
Summer Fete which is being held on Saturday 15

th
 June 

from 11.00am to 3.00pm. In addition to all the old 
favourites, the various school bands will be playing, Club 
Excel will be providing lots of inflatable games, there will 
be House stalls and games galore plus pizza, crêpe and 
burger vans.  For more details and to buy your children’s 
tickets, please visit https://www.foeg.co.uk/ If you are 
wondering what the FoEG funds have been used for this 
year, so far they have purchased the much loved table 
tennis tables, benches and chess/games tables used 
daily by the children in Edge Grove Park (and more have 
been ordered) and the large and much improved chicken 
enclosure.   

We take the issue of pupil wellbeing extremely seriously 
at Edge Grove through our Flourish programme which 
encompasses mindfulness, yoga and PSHEE. To further 
enhance our school-wide provision from September, we 
will be establishing a Wellbeing Centre in the space 
vacated by the current year 3 classrooms.  This will 
incorporate areas for relaxation, pupil coaching, quiet 
contemplation as well as somewhere for children to play, 
read or study together. My aim is for the centre to 
become a hub within the school, for both children and 
staff to sit, pause and chat within the busy school day. 
The FoEG funds raised throughout the year will help to 
ensure that vision can become reality and I am 
extremely grateful to the whole school community for 
making this possible.   

In addition to all the trips and visits taking place, please 
take careful note of the following: 

Sunday 9
th
 June: Radlett Festival in Phillimore Park – 

12noon – 5.00pm; The Eco-committee will be providing 
all the recycling and the Art Department is running a 
children’s craft tent  

Tuesday 11
th
 June: Whole School Photograph (formal 

winter uniform)-Please check that blazers fit and have 
all their buttons! 

Thursday 13
th
 June: Year 8 Baccalaureate Conference 

at 9.00am 
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CALENDAR 

For fixture information see the Information Letter 

Tuesday 4th June 
Common Entrance Exams begin 
Year 4 visit to Windsor Castle 
Health and Safety Committee Meeting, 7.45am 

Wednesday 5th June  
Haileybury U10 Girls’ Cricket Festival (A) 
Girls’ Cricket v Orley Farm U11 (H) 
Boys’ Cricket v Lockers Park, U12A (H) 
Boys’ Cricket v Westbrook Hay, 4th (H) 
Year 5 & 6 Boys’ Athletics festival at Westbrook Hay (A) 
Year 3 Religious Studies trip to the Bkaktivedanta 
Manor 

Thursday 6th June 
Boys’ Cricket v Lockers Park, U9 (A) 
Girls’ Cricket v Manor Lodge, U9 (A) 

Friday 7th June 
Reception visit to Ashridge National Trust Centre 
Year 3 trip to the Safety Centre, Hazard Alley, Milton 
Keynes 
Pre Prep Pop Up Tuck Shop, 3.30pm 
Ignite Challenge Meeting, Felsted MUN preparation, 
Senior Fellows only, 4.30pm 
Boarding Activity Evening, Years 3 to 8 

Saturday 8th June 
‘Cricket for Girls’ workshop delivered by Lydia 
Greenways, 9.00am-12.00pm 

Sunday 9th June 
Eco-committee recycling at the Radlett Festival  

Monday 10th June 
Year 2 and 3 parents’ coffee morning, North Dormitory, 
8.30am 
London Area Athletics at Thames Valley Athletics 
Centre, Eton, Years 5-8 (U11-U14) 
Expedition Week briefings to parents: 
4.30-5.00pm: Year 5 (Chapel); Year 6 (Theatre) 
5.15-5.45pm: Year 7 (Chapel); Year 8 (Theatre) 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove 

Monday 24
th
 June: Expedition Week (Years 3-8) 

Friday 28
th
 June: Pre Prep Sports Day – 10.00am 

(followed by picnics) 

Sunday 30
th
 June: Alumni v. Staff Cricket match 

(2.00pm - 6.00pm). All welcome! 

Wednesday 3
rd

 July: Prep School Athletics Festivals 
(from 9.00am) 

Saturday 6
th
 July: Speech Day (term ends) 

 

Best wishes  

Ben Evans 

https://www.foeg.co.uk/


2 

Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

We had a busy end to the half term and it was an opportunity to reflect upon the idea that if a child can 
problem-solve they will find success in the classroom and in every day life; it is a pleasure to be able to 
share the many opportunities I see for the children to develop this skill. In one example, Pre-School were 
building a safe house for the three little pigs, each creation wonderfully different and equally creative. 
Problem solving is more efficient if fuelled by prior knowledge and we continue to benefit from the  diverse 
expertise of our parents. Year 1 learned all about the human body from a physiotherapist visiting mummy 
and little brother came along too! The warm weather enticed us to take our learning outside. From coding 
with robots to herb and flower mud pie creations just like sunflowers, we turned our faces towards the sun 
and grew.  We have a busy half term starting with Reception’s visit to Ashridge National Trust Centre on 
Friday.  Also on Friday we have a Pop Up Tuck Shop taking place from 3.30pm.  The tuck shop is being 
run by some of our Year 2 pupils who are also running the Race For Life Pretty Muddy Kids to raise money 
for the cancer charity in aid of their former teacher Miss Wright.  We hope you will help them in supporting 
this fantastic cause by coming along for some delicious treats on Friday! 
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Next week is Edge Grove Empathy Week!  
Empathy is a social and emotional skill that aids 
the understanding and sharing of the feelings of 
another. It is a skill we can learn and develop at 
every stage in life. As they grow, children’s 
emotions become more complicated.  Stories 
provide a great opportunity for children to identify 
with characters and connect with their thoughts, 
feelings and viewpoints, thereby building empathy 
skills as they read.  The role of reading in 
supporting the development of empathy in 
children is supported by new research. Empathy 
Lab is promoting a National Empathy Day on 
Tuesday 11th June to highlight the link between 
books and empathy. They have drawn up a list of 
newly published books which support the 
development of this essential skill. We are 
pleased to announce that 37 books from the 
recommended reading list at https://
www.empathylab.uk/  have been purchased for 
the library, available on a reference basis until the 
end of term.  They will form part of the library 
offering in September and will help to support the 
Flourish programme.  There are books suitable for Pre Prep through to Year 8.  

 

Here are some Top Tips from Empathy Lab on how you can encourage empathy at home with your 
children… 

 

Family sharing: Sharing books as a family builds empathy, especially when you choose books 
which help children understand different lives.   

Empathy in action: Research shows that empathy plays a big role in our hunger for social justice.  
Look for books with themes that inspire children to become social activists. 

Focus on characters: Try focusing on the characters more than the plot.  Ask gentle questions 
about the characters’ feelings. 

Take reflective time: Try to give children reflective time - listen carefully as they explore what they’ve 
learnt from the book, about themselves and other people. 

Ask great questions: Ask questions that open up a deep dialogue and treat children as equals—
’Which character interested you most? ‘How do you think the character felt?’ 

Help recognise feelings: Help children recognise and name feelings.  As you talk, pick up on new 
words and share what they mean, e.g. “I’m wondering how Cyril felt when he had to play alone without 
Pat?” (Cyril and Pat, by Emily Gravett) 

 

 

 

Monday 10th - Friday 14th June 2019 

EDGE GROVE EMPATHY WEEK 

https://www.empathylab.uk/
https://www.empathylab.uk/


4 

Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

 

Year 3 

Year 3 had an amazing last week of the half term 
in the glorious sunshine. In maths, children took to 
data handling very well and explored pictograms, 
tally charts and perfected the construction of bar 
charts - with so much to remember from scaling of 
the axis to labelling the chart, Year 3 did very well. 
In English, some grammar and punctuation skills 
were sharpened and children were creating more 
complex sentences from simple independent 
clauses. Original adverts were also created by 
using lots of role play and persuasive language to 
try to entice the audience to NOT buy toy goods. 
Science was wrapped up this week as children 
created posters detailing all their learned 
knowledge of magnetism and just how powerful 
they can be; why not ask them about the high 
speed Japanese and German trains that were 
made using magnets.   

 

Year 4 

This photo shows the whole of Year 4 stretched out 
to represent the length of The Bayeux Tapestry. 
We estimated that all 60 children would stretch out 
to 70m which is the length of this famous tapestry, 
although it is only 50 cm wide. Understanding the 
importance of a wonderful historical piece of 
evidence was the aim in topic and wraps up our 
1066 studies just prior to the Windsor Castle visit 
tomorrow. During the visit, the children will find out 
about the feudal system introduced by the 
Normans. Poetry recitals, maths challenges and 
life processes were the key focus in the other 
subjects as we approached the half term break.  
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

 

Congratulations to 12 of the Year 6 pupils who 
have been selected to join the Year 6 Leadership 
Team. We look forward to working with you! 
Kieran, Amber, Daniel, Zoe Grace, Jaden, 
Isabelle, Javan, Ines, Miles, Anya, Declan and 
Libby. 

At the end of last half term in English, children 
looked at the use of advanced punctuation in 
their writing. They focussed on one thing: colons. 

Year 6 Green had fun hot-seating characters 
from Wonder, before then writing diaries from 
their chosen character’s point of view. They 
revised how to write using ‘show, not tell’ so we 
could guess which character they had chosen by 
the way that they had presented their points of 
view! 

In maths Year 5 explored healthy eating.  They 
built on work form previous years and designed 
meals for people with specific dietary restrictions, 
including coeliacs, diabetes, vegetarianism.  They 
needed to ensure that their meals were balanced 
and nutritious. Year 6 explored food groups as 
well, but investigated how to chemically test for 
glucose, starch and protein.  They moved their 
learning to the organs of the digestive system.   

In Geography, Year 5 enjoyed learning about 
Coasts. They identified different features of a 
coast (human and physical). They also studied 
different types of waves and how they are 
formed. Ask your child if they can explain what a 
fetch, swash and backwash are! 

In IT, Year 5 continued to learn how to program in 
Scratch. They built on the skills they learnt in the 
previous week - making things move - and this 
week will be looking at how to make sprites 
interact with each other. Year 6 are continuing 
their games making project using Scratch. We 
have seen a great variety of game ideas, and 
many of the pupils have done some great work 
designing their own characters.  

In Classics, Year 5 started an exciting new 
project, working in teams to solve 12 tasks 
relating to work we have covered this year in 
Classics. Once each task is solved, teams 
receive a new section of the myth from the 12 
Labours of Heracles. At the end of the project, 
they will have to prove they have read each 
section by answering questions in a pop quiz! 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

With the arrival of the beautiful weather, our Upper 
School pupils really enjoyed making the most of 
learning in the sunshine. I enjoyed watching a very 
tense rounders match in a Year 8 PE lesson, some 
exciting tennis in Year 7, and was delighted to see 
our Library lessons extend to being outdoors too. 

Year 8 Baccalaureate - Maths 

In maths, Year 8 have been planning, designing 
and manufacturing their own mathematical board 
games. This week, pupils have self and peer 
assessed their games, and are looking forward to 
introducing their games to pupils in Year 2 this half 
term. 

Upper School Drama 

Year 7 & 8 were busy rehearsing their plays for the 
Upper School Drama Showcase. The elective 
group will be performing The Terrible Fate of 
Humpty Dumpty, while the rotation groups will be 
performing a variety of short plays using 
melodrama as their stimulus. All of the plays are 
self directed so the pupils have had to think 
carefully about their staging, costumes, props  and 
lighting. This has been a wonderful experience for 
them to take control and ownership of their own 
plays and really think about how they want their 
final piece to be. Details of ticketing will be in the 
Information Letter. 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

for the 17th-23rd May 

Sports News 

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on FireFly on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click for match reports Click for more details  

Click for music lesson timetables  

MATHS: Junior Maths Challenge 

82 senior pupils took this year’s Junior Maths Challenge involving 25 problem-solving questions. 
Congratulations to Ritwik who scored the highest mark in the school (101) and qualified for the follow
-up round after half-term. Well done to the following award winners: 

GOLD: Ritwik, Chethas, Bhavya, Leke, Freddie Gr, Yadhav 

SILVER: Lily, Simran, Alex O, Riley, Olujimi, Nikhil, Alex B 

BRONZE: Aman, Scarlett, Elliott, Quinn, Jimi A, Jeronimo, Kiri, Andrei, Ethan, Kene, Edward D, 
Kieran A, Noah, Akbar, Amaia, Dan Ma, Miles, Libby 

Edge Grove Community Orchestra 

We had a fantastic rehearsal for the community 
orchestra at the end of term. It was fun and 
exciting to see all the talent that parents have! 
Please do come along and join in! Next rehearsal 
is Thursday 20th June. They will be performing in 
the staff rush hour concert on the Monday 17th 
June. Please do come and support them! 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/match-reports/match-reports-summer-term-week-5
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendations-and-golden-moments
https://firefly.edgegrove.com/communication/music-timetable
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We enjoyed a fantastic day of golf at Porter's Park Golf Club for our annual Edge Grove Society Golf Day.  
It was a glorious, sunny day and some great golf was played. 
 
It's not about winning (well, not always!) but the winners were:  
Individual Winner - Kevin Hyland (Past Parent) 
Winning Team - Ben (Alumni), David (Past Parent), Alan Scott 
Longest Drive - David Elson (Past Parent) 
Nearest Pin - Alex Henchley (Alumni) 
 
Thank you to our alumni, parents and staff for making it so much fun!  
 

Friday 24th May 

EDGE GROVE SOCIETY GOLF DAY 
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Tuesday 21st May 2019 

THE ROBIN STREATHER CONCERT 

It was a tremendous week for the Music department at the end of term, as we were all treated to a 
fantastic Robin Streather concert. The Jazz band, Vox 15 and Rock band all performed with such energy 
and enthusiasm, it was a delight to see. We were also lucky enough to hear some of our top soloists 
during the evening, some leavers and some of our music scholars. A very talented and promising group of 
musicians and singers, it is lovely to see them flourish and grow into confident young performers. Well 
done all!   

Written by Mrs Eglinton 
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Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th June 2019 

FRIENDS OF EDGE GROVE CAMPING WEEKEND  

The camping weekend started 4 years ago with an idea to use the extensive Edge Grove grounds for a 
Father’s Day event.  Something where dads and kids could spend time outdoors doing something 
special....camping!  When we started out, we decided it would be best to keep it simple and have activities 
in the afternoon, a BBQ and breakfast served in the morning.   

From simple beginnings the event has grown more than we could have ever predicted with over 250 
campers this year!  Thankfully the Edge Grove grounds accommodated wonderfully - the chaos was 
manageable!!  We had an assault course and orienteering activity thanks to military boot camp - The 
Fitness Squad. Kids and dads got carried away with army camouflage running through tyres, under nets 
all while a rather imposing army guy shouted instructions.  Orienteering was a new skill to most—
navigating Edge Grove Park using a compass. 

Keen Bean provided an array of inflatables for the children.  Josh did a wonderful job of keeping up to 
50 children at a time amused with his helpers.  The bungee run was a particular favourite! 

Woodland crafts in the dining room sparked the children's imagination finding natural materials outside to 
make necklaces, tic tac toe games and pictures amongst other things.   

With a treasure hunt and dads organising ball games there was plenty to amuse the children.  

It was very special seeing dads having such a relaxed time spending time with their children and having 
the often rare time to meet with other dads over a beer, burger and of course a camp fire.  

Despite the coldish night (always use all weather sleeping bags in spring!) there were smiley faces in the 
morning and hopefully some lovely memories. 

Written by Mrs Hilton 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 

With the fast approaching “Back to School” period nearly upon us, 
here is some important information on how to book an appointment 
with Stevensons as well as the summer opening hours of the St 
Albans branch: 

St. Albans Branch 

Monday 24th June-Sunday 11th August 

Monday-Friday: 9.00am-8.00pm (5.30pm-8pm appointments only.  

Morning appointments are also  

available); Saturdays: 9.00am-5.30pm; Sundays: CLOSED 

Monday 12th August-Saturday 7th September 

Monday-Friday: 9.00am-7.00pm; Saturdays: 9.00am-5.30pm; 
Sundays CLOSED excluding (25th August & 1st September): 10.00am
-4.00pm; Bank Holiday Monday (26

th
 August): 10.00am-4.00pm 

For more information, including customer service information, please 
go to: www.stevensons.co.uk/our-branches 
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The Spire Bushey 10k, 5k & Junior Races 

14th July 2019 
 

Time to get the younger generation fired up and ready to run! 

 

The Spire Bushey Junior Races will be held on 14
th
 July at Queen’s 

School, Bushey.  This event is a great opportunity to get local 
schoolchildren to run together and have fun – we regularly have 
over 250 children from many schools around the area running on the day. 

We would love to inspire youngsters to get involved by asking as many schools as possible to 
encourage their children to join in the fun. 

Held on the same day as the Spire Bushey 5k & 10k, the Junior Races are held at 12pm, after 
the adult’s race, giving parents the opportunity to watch their children run.  

The overall atmosphere is fantastic and the Junior Races create by far the most excitement of 
the day!  

We cater for all ages and offer different distances, suitable for each age group.  The age 
categories are: 

 School Year 2 and under  

 School Years 3 & 4  

 School Years 5 & 6  

 School Years 7 & 8  

 School Years 9 & 10  

The races will be chip-timed, with all finishers receiving a bespoke medal. The first boy and girl 
in each category will also receive a prize.  There are other team prizes on offer, with the school 
fielding the most children prize always being the most hotly contested! 

Click here to sign up! 

 

https://www.purplepatchrunning.com/race-course-map/spire-bushey-junior-races-14-07-2019-11-00
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Email laxcamp@downehouse.net for a registration form 


