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Dear Parents 

Our first full week completed and what a week it was.  
Year 7 had a fantastic time at Berkhamsted School’s 
Outdoor Education Centre as part of the Edge Grove 
Baccalaureate with a number of leadership and problem 
solving activities, plus an overnight stay in shelters they 
had made. Luckily, the weather was perfect and they all 
learnt many valuable skills as well as being commended 
on their excellent behaviour and collaboration.   Year 5 
had a great trip to Hampton Court Palace, always a 
favourite of mine, not only soaking up the historical 
atmosphere but also gaining inspiration for their art and 
textile projects from the many tapestries and costumes 
on display. 

At Edge Grove, we are constantly seeking to ensure that 
our learning environment and education provision is 
innovative and exciting so that we can achieve the 
highest levels of pupil engagement and academic 
outcomes. Our unique Baccalaureate for years 7 and 8, 
engineering curriculum and Flourish programme, are all 
examples of this and the enormous benefits are obvious 
to see. Most recently, we have introduced a World 
Languages experience for children from Reception to 
Year 4 and I thought it worth explaining the rationale and 
academic research behind this a little more. The main 
aim of language teaching is to develop children’s 
linguistic skills with particular attention to their auditory 
skills and their vocal system. Children develop their core 
elements of language through listening and speaking so 
by exposing them to a variety of languages such as our 
planned carousel, it will improve their natural ability to 
reproduce new sounds and learn new languages. There 
is much research to show that the brain is receptive to 
language learning for only a short time and therefore it is 
essential to take advantage of this “plasticity” at a young 
age if the best outcomes are to be achieved for further 
language learning.  

We see many advantages of our new language 
programme including improved speech development, 
oracy, syntax, phonology, cognitive flexibility and  
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CALENDAR  

For fixture information see the Information Letter 

Tuesday 17th September 
Individual and sibling photos, Reception-Year 8 - formal 
winter uniform 
Pre-School and Reception parents’ curriculum 
workshop, Pre Prep Hall, 8.45-9.15am 

Wednesday 18th September 
Year 1 and 2 parents’ curriculum workshop, Pre Prep 
Hall, 8.45-9.15am 
Football v Lochinver House 
Football v Aldwickbury and St Columba’s 
Hockey v Beechwood Park 
Hockey v Belmont 

Thursday 19th September 
Football v Lochinver House 
Hockey v Manor Lodge 
U8 Girls Swimming Gala v Westbrook Hay 

Friday 20th September 
Year 5 to 8 Swimming Gala v Westbrook Hay 
Upper School Enrichment Lecture, Wildlife 
Conservation, Theatre 
Exeat, school closes at 6.00pm 

Saturday 21st September 
Exeat, school closed 

Sunday 22nd September 
Exeat, school closed 
Boarders return, 6.30pm 

Monday 23rd September 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove Autumn Term - Week 3 

metalinguistic awareness which will all ensure 
advanced academic development across the curriculum 
and throughout their school lives. It goes without saying 
that children will also develop a much broader cultural 
understanding and respect, valuing diversity and a 
global responsibility.  

My thanks to everyone who came to the FoEG AGM 
last week.  It was the largest turnout we have ever seen 
and I have no doubt this year’s community events will 
be as brilliant as ever.  If you would like to be on the 
committee or help out at various events during the year, 
please contact Alex (aevans@edgegrove.com) who will 
be pleased to hear from you.   Don’t forget the Comedy 
Night being held on Friday 4

th
 October which is always 

a fantastic evening; tickets can be purchased on the 
FoEG website - https://www.foeg.co.uk/events/comedy-
night/ 

 
Best wishes 

Ben Evans 

mailto:aevans@edgegrove.com
https://www.foeg.co.uk/events/comedy-night/
https://www.foeg.co.uk/events/comedy-night/
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

Nothing signals the start of Autumn more than an apple harvest. Pre Prep were involved in picking apples 
from our school orchard during their Forest School sessions and we were also able to sample some juicy 
tomatoes collected from our year 1 garden.  Beautiful sunflowers provided inspiration for our Pre School 
pupils and their very impressive observational paintings are proudly displayed for all to see. I am not a 
native Londoner and even after several decades living nearby I still feel like a tourist, therefore I am 
particularly enjoying the range of wonderful facts about our capital city that year 1 and 2 are keen to share 
with me. Some of you may have heard about my ‘magic finger’ which lights up when in the presence of 
happy children and I am pleased to say that Reception in particular seem to have a huge amount of happy 
energy to spare! 
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

 

Year 3 

The first full week in year 3 and the children have 
all made a positive start, although I am sure there 
were a few tired faces on Friday! Maths lessons 
this week have focused on place value, looking at 
partitioning a range of numbers and understanding 
the value of each digit. Poetry has continued this 
week in English with the children exploring and 
experimenting with rhyming couplets and using 
adverbs to improve their writing. In science, the 
subject of light sources and reflectors has been 
explored, so the question of ‘is the moon a light 
source?’ can now be answered (ask your child what 
they think!). Looking at how people in the Stone 
Age lived was a focus in topic, where the children 
have been annotating pictures to explain the 
different sources of information that they can 
locate. Excitingly, in some of the technology 
lessons the children have been creating cubes 
using sticks and blue tac. They explored joints and 
strengthening structures to help inform their future 
learning. 

Year 4 

Year 4 have had a busy week; maths focused on 
ensuring accuracy in saying, writing in words, 
partitioning, comparing and drawing some very 
large numbers. Most children tackled Roman 
numerals for the first time and others who had 
already mastered the skills then enjoyed testing 
themselves by trying out a Roman numeral 
challenge. They also had a fun moment making 
Roman numerals out of themselves.  In English, the 
teachers were very impressed with the standard of 
metaphor poems that the children produced, please 
ask your child to recite theirs! In topic lessons we 
visited the Tropics - well, not really - but we did 
learn about the location and reason for the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn lines. Science was all 
about recognising and suggesting different animal 
groupings which lead to classification. Aside from 
the main subjects, the children are getting used to 
the new routine of Year 4 and have done very well 
to remember three different types of kit this week! 
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

 

In technology, year 5 have been picking apples in 
the Edge Grove orchard before taking them back to 
the kitchen to be prepared for a variety of dishes to 
be created across the school over the coming 
weeks. These include; apple pie, apple crumble, 
coleslaw and Vietnamese spring rolls.  

In Art, year 5 have been researching Tudor portrait 
artist Hans Holbein who was responsible for 
painting many high profile people of the time.  The 
children will be making ceramic tiles depicting the 
many patterns and icons the Tudors used in their 
interior decorations, clothing and jewellery.  

In computing, years 5 and 6 have been completing 
their e-safety presentations with a focus on social 
media. Year 5 have been learning about what to do 
if someone is unkind to them online. They will be 
learning about Fake News next week.  Year 6 have 
been thinking about their online reputation and will 
be moving on to making better use of internet 
searches next week. 

The start of term is always noisy in the music 
department but this term has been rather quiet! The 
year 5 pupils have been exploring the elements of 
music and have been trying to answer the question 
of What is Music? exploring the sounds around 
school to identify what music is. Year 6 have been 
looking at how film composers create music that 
makes us feel sad and happy. They have then used 
these skills to compose their own pieces that 
represent these different emotions. 

In French, year 5 pupils have started to talk about 
liking and disliking and will move on to descriptions 
next week. They have enjoyed learning new 
vocabulary and working in pairs to ask and answer 
French questions.  Year 6 have been learning 
about some famous places in Paris and have 
started to research interesting facts about this 
wonderful city. They are already very excited about 
our trip to Paris and they are looking forward to 
using French in a real life context. 

In Drama, year 6 have been loving the Super hero 
unit which focuses on their characterisation skills. 
This week in their groups they have had to create a 
freeze frame which shows a superhero, their alter 
ego, the sidekick and not forgetting the arch 
nemesis. They then broke the frame to introduce 
their characters to the class thinking about voice, 
pitch, expression and body language. Next week 
they will create scenes in which their heroes save 
the day! 
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The year 5 children had an absolutely fantastic time at Hampton Court on Friday!  We arrived at 10.30 and 
spent the morning looking around the internal buildings using self-guiding kits and headphones which the 
children found interesting and educational.  We stopped in the Great Hall to observe and sketch some of 
the images, such as the Tudor rose and fleur de lis.  After lunch we explored the extensive and very 
beautiful gardens.  And what a gorgeous, warm and sunny day it was too! 

 

YEAR 5 TRIP TO HAMPTON COURT 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

Well done to our Year 7 pupils who successfully 
completed a range of very challenging activities as 
part of the overnight team building trip at 
Berkhamsted School. Working in their new form 
groups, the children attempted two sets of high-
ropes, pushing themselves and encouraging others 
to get to the very top!  A year-wide game of hide 
and seek in the woods had the Edge Grove 
teachers working hard to track them down! Later in 
the day shelter-building and wild cookery tested 
everyone’s creativity and patience! The staff at 
Berkhamsted School were very impressed by the 
skills our Year 7s demonstrated: resilience, 
perseverance and plenty of risk-taking, and were 
delighted that every single member camped under 
the stars in their own hand-made shelters! 

 

Year 8 English: ‘GAS, GAS, quick boys!’. Year 8 
experienced a taste of trench warfare this week.  
With this half-term’s unit of work exploring the 
language and imagery of WW1 poetry, including 
Dulce et Decorum Est by poet Wilfred Owen,  the 
children were introduced to a sensory explosion of 
war-like noise and movement. Pupils also thought 
about how the soldiers would have whiled away 
their time in the trenches between attacks.  I look 
forward to reading some of their own conflict-
themed poetry later on this term.  
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

 

Sports News and Match Reports  

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on The Source on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click here for match reports Check back here next week 

Click for music lesson timetables  

BOARDING ACTIVITY EVENING - LASER TAG 
 
We had great fun at the boarders laser tag activity night on 
Friday 13th September.  The children were in two teams 
tagging against each other. It was a great fun night for both 
children and staff. It was also brilliant to see so many new 
children up in the boarding house.  Thank you for coming! 

SQUASH 

The Herts U9 and U11 County Championships were held on Saturday at Radlett Squash Club and 
Edge Grove pupils picked up 50% of the trophies available. Congratulations to Ellie (U9) and Caitlin 
(U11) who were runners-up and to Tobi and Honor who became County Champions in the U9 Boys 
and U11 Girls sections. Other positions were: U9 boys Alex P 5th; U11 girls Amber 4th, Shona 8th; U11 
boys Jimi 3rd, Hugh 4th. Well done to all!! 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
http://thesource.edgegrove.com/match-reports-autumn-term-2019-week-2/
http://thesource.edgegrove.com/activities-events/music-lessons/
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We are pleased to announce that 170 books have been added 
to the library stock since the last week of term. 

These include brand new titles, such as Robin Steven’s Top 
Marks for Murder, The Girl Who Speaks Bear by Sophie 
Anderson and Clifftoppers the Fire Bay Adventure by Fleur 
Hitchcock. There are additions to our Reading Pro stock, 
including Oscar Wilde’s The Happy Prince and Liz Pichon’s 
Biscuits, Band and Very Big Plans, giving pupils more choice at 
their lexile level.  

New non fiction includes Planetarium Junior Edition by The 
Science Museum and the beautifully illustrated Charles Darwin’s 
On the Origins of Species by Sabina Radeva.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We might be familiar with ‘a pride of lions’ and 
‘a pod of dolphins’, but Matt Sewell’s A Charm 
of Goldfinches and Other Collective Nouns 
introduces us to lesser known descriptions 
such as ‘a sleuth of bears’ and ‘a shrewdness 
of apes’. Both of these collective nouns date 
back to the medieval Book of St Albans, which 
is traditionally associated with Juliana Berners 
and Sopwell Priory, near St Albans.  

Every purchase that you made at the Scholastic book fair in May earnt credit for the school, which has 
been used to buy a large number of these books.  The Library and the English Department would like to 
thank you for your support and for enabling us to continue to develop our book stock. 

S Letters, Librarian and C Oldfield, Head of English 

New books grace our shelves thanks to your support 

LIBRARY NEWS 
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Find out more about Boarding at Edge Grove 

BOARDING AT EDGE GROVE 

Convenient, Flexible and Cost Effective  
 
Boarding is at the heart of the Edge Grove community but has changed radically over the years to suit a 
modern, busy lifestyle. These days we don’t expect pupils to board for three weeks without seeing their 
parents, instead we offer a very flexible approach that will allow your child to have an incredible 
experience while providing you the convenience of less time in the car or even a night out!   

 

Pupils can board from one night a week to as much as six nights, from Sunday to Friday. We suggest that 
pupils in lower years start on one night and increase their nights as they go up the school. Even boarding 
for one night helps children to become more independent and sociable, and provides them with plenty of 
opportunity to get their work done and have fun.   

 

Work and Play 
 
We use all of the School facilities as much as we possibly can, this includes the Swimming Pool, Sports 
Hall, Cooking Facilities, EG Park to name just a few of them. We run a number of activities in the evening, 
play games and have fun in the dorms. The activities planned for the rest of term can be seen on the next 
page. We are always open to new ideas and regularly ask the pupils what they would like to do in the 
evening.  

 

So far this term we have played laser tag, been on a treasure hunt, got milkshakes, been swimming and 
played bay blades and Warhammer, as well as more traditional card games and board games.  

 

We offer a ‘Boarders only’ prep session in the Boarding House from 4.30-5.30pm. Boarders can attend 
this on any day, regardless of whether they are boarding that evening. Boarders read every night and we 
provide support with times tables and spellings. In addition boarders can opt to go to the early morning 
study session from 7.00—7.45am. Being in boarding gives them more time to work and play, and our staff 
keep a close eye on their progress, signing their pupil planner so that you can see how they are doing.  

 

Revised Fee Structure 

After a consultation with parents we have changed the fee structure , reducing the overall price as well as 
providing incentives for those who board more regularly. There is in addition a 25% discount for siblings.   

 

Weekly Boarding  

 5/6 nights per week: £1,815— £34 per night 

Flexi Boarding 

 4 nights per week: £1,540 (£36 per night)  

 3 nights per week: £1,215 (£38 per nights)  

 2nights per week: £855 (£40 per night)  

 1 night per week: £480 (£45 per night)  

Casual Boarding 

 £50 per night available Monday-Thursday (maximum 4 per term) 
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Autumn 2019 

BOARDING ACTIVITIES 

Week 3 

Mon 16 Sept   Cupcake Making 

Tue 17 Sept    Pool Party 

Wed 18 Sept   Table Tennis Tournament 

Thu  19 Sept    Football Festival 

Fri   20 Sept    Exeat 

Week 4 

Sun 29 Sept   Film & popcorn 

Mon 30 Sept  Monopoly 

Tue 1 Oct      Film Night 

Wed 2 Oct      Badminton Tournament 

Thu   3 Oct      Shaketastic 

Fri     4 Oct      Bushcraft 

Week 5 

Sun 22 Sept    Pizza Night 

Mon 23 Sept   Adventure Playground 

Tue 24 Sept   Top Golf 

Wed 25 Sept   Fifa in SH 

Thu  26 Sept   Dodgeball Tournament 

Fri 27 Sept      Chill with a film 

Week 6 

Sun 6 Oct Chinese Takeaway 

Mon 7 Oct    Fifa/ Wii Tournament 

Tue 8 Oct    Tuck Shopping Trip   

Wed 9 Oct    Tuck and Chill 

Thu  10 Oct   Treasure Hunt  

Fri 11 Oct     Card Games/ Comics 

Week 7 

Sun 13 Oct      Cookie Night 

Mon 14 Oct    Chill Out Night 

Tue 15 Oct    Halloween Shopping 

Wed 16 Oct    Pumpkin Carving 

Thu  17 Oct    Halloween Party 

Fri 17 Oct       Half Term 

Friday Activity Nights: 

Friday 4th October- Bushcraft 

Friday 15th November- Inflatables  

Friday 6th December- Christmas Party 

For further information regarding the 
evening activities, please contact  

Miss Hughes on 
nhughes@edgegrove.com 
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Building resilience,  
boosting wellbeing 

 
 

Friday 11
th

 October 
8.45am-11.00am  
£25 per person 

 
 

 
The World Health organisation defines wellbeing as “the state in which an individual realises his or her 
own abilities, can cope with normal stresses of life, can work productively, and is able to make a 
contribution to his or her own community”. 
 
We all want children to be happy and able to cope with the ups and downs of life and whilst we cannot 
always protect them from pressures and troubles we are able to help them develop skills and strategies to 
support them. Resilience can be built and developed and is closely wellbeing; children with a sense of 
resilience are more able to approach situations and relationships with confidence and optimism and tend 
to have a positive self-image and good self-esteem. 
 
The passage from child to adult brings constant change.  Assisting children to understand what resilience 
is and how they are able to develop this life skill will underpin their wellbeing now and for life.  Join us at 
this workshop to explore: 
 

 The link between resilience and wellbeing 
 Emotional resilience 
 What impacts resilience 
 Fostering independence 
 The link between wellbeing and improved learning and achievement 

 
 
For further information, or to book your place, please contact Sally Sharp, Head of 
Wellbeing:  ssharp@edgegrove.com 

An interactive, strategy-focused approach 

FLOURISH PARENT WORKSHOP 

mailto:ssharp@edgegrove.com
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“Our vision is to nourish and foster children’s natural curiosity for languages.” 

A WORLD LANGUAGES EXPERIENCE AT EDGE GROVE 

Edge Grove delivers excellent French and Latin 
provision and this has been confirmed by the 
outstanding results over the years. We are now going 
to enhance language learning and promote cross-
curricular links by introducing a carousel of 
languages. This will develop children’s linguistic skills 
with particular attention to their auditory skills and 
their vocal system. Pupils will also learn to value and 
respect other cultures as well as develop a greater 
appreciation of their own traditions. 
 
Children naturally develop their knowledge of 
languages through listening and speaking; by 
exposing our pupils to a variety of languages we will 
improve their natural ability to reproduce new sounds and master new languages. 
 
From year 3 onwards we will focus on Romance (Latin based) languages which will provide a good 
foundation for pupils’ further learning of English, French and Latin at Edge Grove and other foreign 
languages in the longer term. 
 
In the Middle and Upper School we will narrow our focus to French and Latin to ensure pupils are well 
prepared for Common Entrance and other senior school entrance exams. Pupils will take French from 
year 5 to year 8 and Latin from year 6 to year 8. 

 
Carousel of Languages: 

 

   

We want our pupils to become language 
detectives and investigators!    

We will be encouraging pupils to: 
 

 Look for patterns in pronunciation, intonation, verbal and non-verbal 
communication, and grammar 

 Take an educated guess at the meaning of words 
 Be risk-takers and have a go at using new words and new structures 
 Investigate the connection between language and culture 
 
 

  Autumn Term Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 

Nursery Mandarin Mandarin Arabic Arabic 

Reception Portuguese Portuguese Russian Russian 

Year 1 Welsh Welsh Korean Korean 

Year 2 German German Japanese Japanese 

Year 3 Italian Italian Italian Italian 

Year 4 Spanish Spanish Spanish Spanish 
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