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Dear Parents 

Although last week flew by, it will always be one to 
remember. The new Lower School building, after 
many years in the planning, was fully occupied by 
our year 3 and 4 pupils on Monday amid much 
excitement. As the week went on, it soon became 
very clear what a fantastic building it is and how 
transformational it will be for the whole school 
community. Light, airy, spacious and meticulously 
designed, it is a major asset to the school’s 
facilities and marks a significant point in the ten 
year development plan. If you haven’t had chance 
to see it yet, please pop along and I know that Mrs 
Robinson will happily show you around. 

My huge thanks to Mr Smith for masterminding yet 
another brilliant evening of fireworks on Tuesday. 
As usual, I was helping to light them so I didn’t 
quite get the full effect – just a lot of smoke and 
loud bangs but I hear they were very impressive! 
As many of you will know, after 35 years of 
dedicated service to the school, Mr Smith will be 
retiring at the end of this academic year.  We will, 
of course, have a number of opportunities in the 
summer term to express our gratitude to Mr Smith 
for everything he has done for the school, with 
fireworks night being only one of many of his 
responsibilities. 

I spent two very busy days in China (Shanghai and 
Beijing) at the end of half term, spreading the Edge 
Grove word, although this seems to happen on its 
own without too much trouble even 5,000 miles 
away, to recruit children for next year’s summer 
school.  We held our first two week holiday camp in 
late July and it was a great success. It is essential 
that we fully utilise the school’s facilities throughout 
the year to ensure that the continuing investment in 
our programme of development is possible and we  
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CALENDAR  

For fixture information see the Information Letter 

Tuesday 12th November 
Pre Prep Piano Showcase, pre Prep Hall, 8.45am 
Year 8 Exams for those sitting school entrance exams in 
the Spring Term 
Year 6 Exams 
U13 Basketball v Lochinver House 
Governors’ Finance Committee, 5.00pm 

Wednesday 13th November 
Year 3 Maths parents workshop, Lower School Hall, 
8.30am 
Year 8 Exams for those sitting school entrance exams in 
the Spring Term 
Year 6 Exams 
Football v Orley Farm, 1st-4th, Colts A-H 
Hockey v Kingshott, U13, U11A-C 
Hockey Festival at Haileybury, U10 
Pre-School Consultation Evening, Pre-School, 5-8.00pm 
Pre Prep Consultation Evening, Pre Prep, 5-8.00pm 

Thursday 14th November 
Year 8 Exams for those sitting school entrance exams in 
the Spring Term 
Football Festival v Westbrook Hay, Heath Mount and 
Beechwood Park (U9 at Beechwood Park, U8 at Heath 
Mount) 
Hockey v Kingshott, U9 & U8 
Table Tennis v Lockers Park 

Friday 15th November 
Year 8 Exams for those sitting school entrance exams in 
the Spring Term 
MTS Rugby Week Barbarians Festival 
Boarders Activity Evening, ‘Inflatable Fun’ 

Saturday 16th November 

Sunday 17th November 

Monday 18th November 
ABRSM Rush Hour Concert, Theatre, 4.30pm 
Chess v Lockers Park 

@EdgeGrove Edge Grove Autumn Term - Week 9 

are able to provide an ever-innovative and exciting 
learning environment. Over the years we have 
achieved so much but schools should never stand 
still or become complacent. 

Another full week ahead as we hurtle through 
November. Pre Prep consultations, a year 3 
parents’ maths workshop, exams for year 6 and 8 
pupils, fixtures galore and an ‘inflatable fun’ 
boarding activity night on Friday.  Please keep a 
close eye on the calendar and Information Letter to 
avoid missing anything! 

Best wishes  
Ben Evans 
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Pre Prep News 
Gill Emmerson 

Head of Pre Prep 

 

 

The Great Fire of Edge Grove burned furiously against a grey sky. Year 2 worked hard over half term to 
recreate historically accurate buildings so that we could stage an enactment of the fire of 1666. The 
learning experience was excellent and the wind even blew on cue, illustrating how this played a part in the 
real event all those years ago. Thanks to Magic Grandad (aka Mr Chaplin) and Uncle Henry for their part in 
the adventure. Chef John and his team made a delicious assortment of soups so that Reception could 
challenge their taste buds. Helen Cooper’s book Pumpkin Soup provided the inspiration for this and other 
learning, evoking a real sense that Autumn has arrived. I was astounded by the poppy paintings produced 
by Reception to mark Remembrance Day and the creativity of children throughout the Pre Prep is a source 
of joy for us all. Pre-School mark each day with a wealth of creative experiences, from gently rolling pom 
poms in paint to explore the effect and experimenting with collage, the pupils learn to immerse themselves 
in the process. Sometimes we do display the wonderful finished product, but the children also learn to 
value constantly evolving, process orientated creativity. 
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Lower School News 
Samantha Robinson 

Head of Lower School 

 

 
Year 3 

Such an exciting start to the second half of the 
Autumn term for the year 3s - a new building to 
explore, a parent talk, full day workshop, matches, 
cake sale and inter house recycling competition! 
The week started with a fascinating talk from Mrs 
Shah about her job as an optometrist and how the 
eye works, with the children exploring the 
instruments she uses and finding out that an eye 
weighs 28g! On Wednesday, the children were 
treated to a fascinating workshop teaching them 
more about rocks and fossils, the new science topic 
for this half of term. The new Lower School Hall 
was filled with dinosaurs, fossils and even Mary 
Anning! In maths this week, subtraction methods 
have been explored and in English, the children 
have been learning more about poetry styles. A 
busy week for everyone and lots to look forward to 
in the remaining five weeks. 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 were delighted to be the first to use the new 
Lower School Hall for a whole year group event, 
and what an event it was! The children were treated 
to a fabulous day - part Greek, part Roman. Our 
visiting historian Gary captured the children’s 
imaginations with his potted histories, including the 
story of Cassiopeia. In modern times, Cassiopeia is 
a constellation in the northern sky, named after the 
vain queen Cassiopeia in Greek mythology, who 
boasted about her unrivalled beauty. Children acted 
out the stories and completed knowledge quizzes, 
a variety of Greek Olympic sports were also tried. 
During the Roman part, all that fabulous half term 
holiday project work came in to its own. The 
stunning shields were tested in battle as the 
children advanced in tortoise formation towards 
their enemy. Alongside this, in Forest School the 
children have been clearing the ground to plant 
wildflower seeds so the environment will encourage 
insects and pollination. Measuring accurately and 
converting units of measure has been the focus in 
maths, and in English we have been in Pompeii 
immediately before it erupted for the inspiration for 
our historical story writing next week.     
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Middle School News 

Kate McManus 

Head of Middle School 

 

 

In DT, year 5 are creating masks.  This week they 

are using fabric paint to colour in their masks.  

They are focusing on how to blend colours and 

colour mixing using their previous knowledge of 

colour theory to produce some beautiful results.  

Year 6 are learning how to wet felt fleece.  They 

have built up the layers of coloured wool as per 

their design and are now adding soapy water so 

that the layers of wool/fleece start to bond 

together.  The process of felting fibres together 

using aggitation and moisture to produce cloth is 

an ancient craft and we have discussed the 

history of it. 

In Art, year 5 are working well on their clay tiles. 

This week they are focusing on ‘casting’ 

techniques whereby design details are added to 

their tiles. They understand the importance or 

scoring and slurrying joining surfaces to ensure 

the pieces remain joined during the firing 

process.  Year 6 have been really stepping out of 

their comfort zones, painting their acrylic 

backgrounds to their Georgia O’Keeffe inspired 

artworks.  They have been risk-taking with their 

results by liberally applying paint, then scrubbing 

the excess with a very wet round brush and 

finally dabbing away the residue.  It is a very 

messy technique and the children have had to let 

go of their control of the materials. The results 

are 

fabulous 

and I am 

looking 

forward to 

seeing their 

blending 

techniques 

develop as 

they start 

on their 

flowers. 

 

 

 

In Geography, year 5 are coming to the end of their 

‘Geography of the UK’ unit of work. We have been 

looking at a poem called ‘The British’ by Benjamin 

Zephaniah and discussing what ‘being British’ 

actually means. This has raised some interesting 

discussions and many stereotypes! The pupils are 

composing their own poems along the lines of what 

‘being British’ means in their eyes.  Year 6 are 

continuing their exploration of rivers and how they 

work. We have looked at how meanders are 

created and how these in turn can become ox bow 

lakes. We also discussed where the term ‘ox-bow’ 

lake originated from. The independent research 

project is soon to start so they should be 

researching flooding events in recent times to 

identify one they find interesting. 

In French, year 5 pupils have started to learn new 

vocabulary about school subjects. They will move 

on to express opinions about school and ask 

questions about their school life. They have 

enjoyed working in small groups to practise small 

French conversations.  Year 6 have been asking 

each other questions about their favourite tv 

programmes. They have started to look at regular 

verbs in the present tense and they have mastered 

their use of interesting adjectives to express 

opinions. 
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Upper School News 

Anna Warren  

Head of Upper School 

 
Congratulations to every single 
member of year 7 who 
performed at the second Edge 
Grove Poetry Recital at the end 
of our previous half term.  
Based on Joseph Coelho’s 
anthology Overheard in a Tower 
Block, the pupils selected one 
piece each to deliver. Not only 
were the children working as 
individuals, but their 
performance was also a 
collaboration; their peers 
created a choreographed frozen 
tableau to complement each 
poem. We were very fortunate 
to welcome Mr James Fowler, 
Headmaster of Aldenham 
School, and Jane Trainer, voice 
coach and drama teacher at 
Tring Park School for the Performing Arts to assist the adjudication process.  Well done to everyone for 
their confident, enthusiastic and risk-taking performances! A special mention to Harry, Nia, Kian and Jimi 
who were selected as the overall winners - the judges were particularly impressed with their charisma! 

As part of this term’s Baccalaureate module on life skills, year 8 pupils enjoyed an interesting workshop 
this week on stress management. We felt that this was very timely given some of our year 8s will be 
involved in school specific exams in week 9. The session, 
delivered by E-Cube, explored a range of ways to reduce 
anxiety, from harnessing effective dietary habits, to promoting 
better sleep to nasal breathing techniques. Pupils also 
explored the different types of stresses we may encounter 
including cognitive, behavioural, physical and emotional. This 
was a really positive and reflective session for all involved. The 
stress-busting ‘good mood’ foods such as dark chocolate, 
citrus fruits, berries and avocados went down very well indeed! 
The session ended with a meditation sessions using positive ‘I 
am’ affirmations which everyone found very relaxing. Use 
these techniques and your confidence will definitely increase!  

In Art, the elective art pupils are continuing with their Mexican 
Day of the Dead projects.  They are finishing their designs and 
beginning to transfer these on to their masks. They are using 
acrylic paint to do this and noticing the difference in texture 
and behaviour of this paint compared to other media. 
 
In Maths, pupils have been focusing on rounding and 
estimation and the importance of presenting answers to the 
required given figures.  They have looked at the difference between significant figures and decimal places 
and the value of estimation in real life scenarios.   
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The adventures of Boarding at Edge Grove 

BOARDING NEWS 

Monday evening was a night full of catch ups after a very busy Half Term by our boarders.  Whilst the 
younger boys decided that they could catch up whilst playing computer games in the IT Room, the older 
boys chilled in North and the girls in Cedar. 

On Tuesday evening all of the boarders went out to watch the annual fireworks display, after a lot of 
excitement and candy floss the boarders all enjoyed some well-deserved hot food from one of the vans 
and then went back upstairs to warm up. 

On Wednesday we had an array of activities, some of the children designed Christmas decorations for the 
local church and the rest descended on the Sports Hall running around playing Table Tennis and 
Badminton. 

On Thursday the boarders were decorating the cupcakes and tray bakes ready for the cake sale on Friday 
afternoon.  After a hard evening of decorating we all sat down to a spoon full of icing whilst analysing 
everyone's decorating skills! 
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Autumn 2019 

UPCOMING BOARDING ACTIVITIES 

Week 11 

Sun 24 Nov    Pizza Night 

Mon 25 Nov   Freedom on the Paddock 

Tue 26 Nov   Table Tennis Tournament 

Wed 27 Nov   Boarders Choice 

Thu 28 Nov   Lego Robotics 

Fri 29 Nov   Chill with a film 

Week 10 

Sun 17 Nov   Ready, Steady, Cook 

Mon 18 Nov   Pancake Making 

Tue 19 Nov   Prama TBC 

Wed 20 Nov  Dorm vs Dorm Card Games 

Thu 21 Nov   Massive Dodgeball  

Fri 22 Nov    Exeat 

Week 9 

Sun 10 Nov   Movie and Popcorn  

Mon 11 Nov  Comics Drawing 

Tue 12 Nov   Tuck Shopping Trip 

Wed 13 Nov  Tuck and Movie Night 

Thu 14 Nov   Football Tournament 

Fri 15 Nov   Inflatables  

Friday Activity Nights: 

Friday 15th November- Inflatable Fun 

Friday 6th December- Christmas Party 

For further information regarding the 

evening activities, please contact  

Miss Hughes on 

nhughes@edgegrove.com 

Week 12 

Sun 1 Dec    Cookie Decorating 

Mon 2 Dec   Lets Decorate for Christmas! 

Tue 3 Dec   Christmas Film  

Wed 4 Dec   Prama TBC 

Thu 5 Dec   Christmas Card Making 

Fri 6 Dec Christmas Party  

Week 13 

Sun 8 Dec     Chinese Takeaway 

Mon 9 Dec     Cupcake decorating 

Tue 10 Dec   Table Tennis Tournament 

Wed 11 Dec    Carol Service 

Thu 12 Dec    Boarders Carols, Christmas         

                           Movie and Treats 
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Academic Commendations, 

Commendations and Golden Moments  

 

Sports News and Match Reports  

Follow Edge Grove Sport on Twitter  

@EdgeGroveSport 

MUSIC 

Music lesson timetables will be updated on The Source on Friday afternoons. 

 

Click here for match reports Click here for this week’s awards 

Click for music lesson timetables  

Click here for this week’s awards Click here for this week’s awards Click here for this week’s awards 

Pre Prep Wind, Brass and Strings Concert 

We were all thrilled to watch the first Pre Prep 
concert of the year. All the pupils involved 
performed beautifully and really showed their 
musical ability. For some pupils it was their 
first ever concert after only 3 lessons, a very 
courageous effort all round. Well done to 
those fabulous musicians who performed and 
we hope to hear you again soon! 

 

 

Welcome to a new member of staff – Miss Sigi Burger 

 Sigi will be joining our games staff and will be residing in 
school. Sigi is an international netball player from South 
Africa and has represented South Africa in the Netball 
World Cup this summer. Sigi made her international debut 
for South Africa against Wales at the 2016 World University 
Netball Championship where South Africa eventually went 
onto become the champions. She also represented South 
Africa at the 2018 Commonwealth Games, her maiden 
Commonwealth Games appearance and was part of the 
South African squad which finished at fifth position in the netball tournament. She was also a key member 
of the South African squad which won the 2019 African Netball Championships which was held in Cape 
Town. She switched to play for London Pulse club for the upcoming 2020 Netball Superleague season 
after featuring for the Surrey Storm club nearly for two years in the Netball Superleague. Sigi comes from 
a sporting family – her cousin is Schalk Burger who represented South Africa in Rugby Union and won the 
World Cup with them in 2007 and also played for Saracens Rugby Club here in England. 

https://twitter.com/EdgeGroveSport
https://thesource.edgegrove.com/communicate/match-reports/match-reports-autumn-term-2019-week-8/
https://thesource.edgegrove.com/communicate/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendation-and-golden-moment-awards/
http://thesource.edgegrove.com/activities-events/music-lessons/
https://thesource.edgegrove.com/communicate/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendation-and-golden-moment-awards/
https://thesource.edgegrove.com/communicate/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendation-and-golden-moment-awards/
https://thesource.edgegrove.com/communicate/newsletters/academic-commendations-commendation-and-golden-moment-awards
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New staff 

MEET THE TEAM  

 

 

Miss Hannah Meek 

I am the Resident Sports Assistant and I am teaching across all years from 
Reception to year 8.  I am a university placement student so this is my first ‘real life’ 
experience of being a PE teacher.  I always loved PE at school and my degree has 
reaffirmed the importance of PE in the curriculum for children’s development and 
health.  It’s great to put theory into practice.  In my spare time, I love spending time 
with friends, going to the theatre, researching future holiday destinations and 
keeping fit.  My passion is rugby although I’m taking a season off to try out new 
things. 

 

Mrs Allison Neumann 

I am very excited to be a Learning Assistant in year 2 Cedar.  I have previously 
taught as a teacher in year 3 and year 5 in the United States (Dallas, Texas area), 
where our family is from originally.  I hold a degree in Early Childhood Development 
and Education and have QTS certification.  After taking some years away from 
teaching so that I could focus on our family of three boys (Anderson - year 7, Everett 
- year 4, and Silas - Reception).  I am very happy to be back in the classroom.  I 
love to travel and we especially enjoy checking countries off of our list.  Our family 
has lived in three countries in the past six years!  My passion for reading, snow 
skiing, and our dog Rudy (the cutest rescue / world-traveling cocker spaniel) is what 
keeps me busy outside of being a mom to three.  I have a keen interest in helping 
children with learning differences and am working on developing my skills to help all 
children reach their personal level of success. 

 

Ms Rebecca Thomas 

I am currently working in the Lower School as a Learning Assistant.  I mainly 
support year 3 and manage interventions and booster groups.  My experience 
ranges from Reception to year 6, where I was previously employed at a small 
church school for 13 years as a HLTA, covering the teachers throughout the 
school.  I initially started working for the school as an administrator, managing the 
schools database and the school’s fund.  Before working in education, I worked for a 
large accountants in London.  In my spare time, I enjoy being active, exploring a 
castle or two and a visit to the theatre.  In fact, I love any quality time spent with my 
family. 

 

Miss Amy Turner 

I am the new school Technician and Learning Assistant across Art, Design and 
Technology and Science.  I will be working with years 1 to 8.  This is my first year 
working in a school, so far I absolutely love it.  Prior to working at Edge grove I have 
worked in industry as a Furniture and Product Designer.  Although I loved being a 
designer I always wanted to teach Art and Design.  This is my long term goal, so 
hopefully next year I will be training to teach!  In my spare time I love to take my 
Border Collie on long walks and exploring new places.  I love to travel and have 
recently completed a year long world trip.  I still have lots of countries to visit but I’m 
slowly ticking them off the list! 
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Sunday 3rd November 

NATIONAL CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL 

On Sunday 3rd November, the Jazz band attended the National Concert Band Festival regionals at 
Kneller Hall in London. They performed extremely well and received a very high and prestigious Gold 
Award. They were the first band to start the whole festival off out of 156 bands and are also the youngest 
band throughout the whole of the UK taking part.  The adjudicators were so impressed with the band that 
they have invited the Jazz band back for the National Finals in April.  We are extremely proud and would 
like to congratulate everyone who took part.  If you would like to hear them for yourselves, come along to 
our Big Brass Night on Friday 22nd November where they will be performing alongside the Young Dizzy 
Brasscals!!  See flyer on next page and visit www.foeg.co.uk to buy your tickets. 

http://www.foeg.co.uk
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Recycling – you can recycle 

the following with us 

NEW!!!...Confectionary Wrappers 

Please tell friends and family that we are now 

accepting confectionary wrappers for recycling.  

As above, if you have lots please box them up 

and bring them to the office. For smaller 

numbers please put them in the marked boxes 

in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the Pre 

Prep foyer. 

Pet Food Plastic Pouches and Flexible 

Plastic Bags 

TerraCycle®, Whiskas® and James 

Wellbeloved® have partnered to create a free 

recycling programme for all pet food plastic 

pouches & flexible plastic bags. Bring them into 

the school and we will ensure they’re recycled 

through this scheme. 

Crisp, Popcorn and Pretzel packets 

(Recycling in partnership with KP Snacks®) 

TerraCycle® and KP Snacks® have partnered 

to create a free recycling programme for 

popcorn, crisps and pretzels packets. PLEASE 

DO NOT BRING IN ANY NUT PACKETS! 

Please tell friends and family and keep those 

crisp packets coming. If you have lots please 

box them up and bring them to the office. For 

smaller numbers please put them in the marked 

boxes in the Headmaster’s Courtyard and the 

Pre Prep foyer. 

The Colgate® Oral Care Recycling 

Programme 

We are also collecting toothpaste tubes, caps, 

toothbrushes and packaging . It includes non-

Colgate products but only oral care (no hand 

cream, conditioner tubes etc.). 

The Spontex® Disposable Gloves Recycling 

Scheme 

TerraCycle® and Spontex® have partnered to 

create a free recycling scheme to make your 

disposable gloves recyclable nationwide. We 

will collect and recycle all disposable glove son 

your behalf so bring them in! 

 

Photo by Gem & Lauris RK on Unsplash  

Plastic recycling at  
Edge Grove 

Our recycling programmes are going really well 
but we need more of your waste!  We can collect 
snack packets, chocolate wrappers, Pringles 
cans (no other brand), pet food pouches. Please 
put them in the containers in Pre Prep, the HM 
courtyard or outside Mrs Robinson’s office. 

Find out more by watching this short video 

https://youtu.be/EY3kADmcBE4 

By recycling with Edge Grove and Terracycle not 
only have you saved all sorts of plastic from 
going to landfill but you have also raised £75 for 
charity. 
 
KEEP IT UP! 

https://unsplash.com/photos/D0xQQsZovws?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/planet-earth?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY3kADmcBE4&feature=youtu.be
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